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How did the North Olympic Library System and 
Olympic National Park connect?



Elwha River Dam

The Elwha River

Glines Canyon Dam on the Elwha River
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Poetry Workshop and Hike



Elwha Hike and Poetry Workshop  

Liability Waiver 

 

 

I hereby state that I wish to participate in the Elwha Hike and Poetry Workshop offered by the North 

Olympic Library System. I recognize any outdoor activity may involve certain dangers, including but not 

limited to the hazards of traveling in mountainous terrain, accidents or illness in remote places, force of 

nature, and the actions of participants and other persons. I further understand and agree that without 

some program providing protection of its assets and its employees, the North Olympic Library System 

would not be able to offer such activities. 

In registering for the Elwha Hike and Poetry Workshop event, I agree to RELEASE, HOLD HARMLESS 

AND INDEMNIFY the North Olympic Library System and its employees from any and all liability, claims 

and causes of action arising out of or in any way connected with my participation, or the participation of 

any minor that I am signing on behalf of, in this activity offered by the North Olympic Library System. 

This includes but is not limited to all liability claims and causes of action in any way connected to the 

actions or inactions of any North Olympic Library System employees, service providers, and or 

volunteers. 

I personally assume all risks in connection with this activity. The terms of this agreement shall serve as a 

release and indemnity agreement for my heirs, personal representative, and for all members of my 

family, including any minors. 

I have read this release and indemnity agreement and have fully informed myself of its contents before I 

have signed it. 

 

 

Full Name of Participant (printed):  ______________________________________________  

 

Signature of Participant:  _________________________________   Date:  _______________ 

 

Emergency Contact Name:  ____________________________________________________ 

Emergency Contact Phone Number:  _____________________________________________ 

Lots to Plan!

• What contracts are needed for presenters and participants?

• How well do you know the trail?

• How will everyone get there?

• Is the trailhead in a fee area?

• What supplies will you provide? What are participants expected 
to bring?

• What will you do in case of an emergency?
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Successful Partnership Programs



Listen Up! Stories from the NW Corner
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Listen Up! Stories from the NW Corner

DIY Listening Station

• iPad with software lock

• iPad stand w/ cable lock

• Wi-Fi Hotspot for remote use

• Headphones and 3.5mm cord splitter and extension

• 3M self-adhesive hooks for headphones

• Compact surge protector

• Custom sign printed in-house 
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Poetry Walks

“I just came back from a trip to the Olympic Peninsula 

to see the rain forest with my mom. This was deeply 

personal and meaningful trip for her (and it was very 

special that I got to share it with her) and one thing I 

was especially moved by were the poems displayed in 

the Hall of Mosses as part of your Poetry Walk 

program. I saw on your site that people are invited to 

share any photos or poems from these walks so I am 

sending you one of my mom and a poem that came to 

me from the experience. Thank you for this wonderful 

service to the community!”

“I am from central Iowa. This past Spring 

my husband and I had the opportunity to 

travel to Olympic National Park and 

enjoyed the poetry walks immensely. We 

and the Fine Arts Council of Mitchell 

County, IA would like to initiate something 

similar on our local trails featuring local 

writers and student work.”



Poetry Walks



Youth Services – Celebrate STEM!
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Outreach Efforts



Explore Olympic! Backpack Kits



Explore Olympic! Backpack Kits
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A Few Important Lessons Learned
• Look for opportunities outside your normal work

• Start simple – programs can develop over years

• Plan for the worst – risk management is key

• Plan ahead – especially when working with large bureaucracies

• Develop multiple contacts

• Be insistent on coordinating publicity



Mutual Benefits

• Being good neighbors

• Doing more with less, leveraging each others unique abilities

• Good way to tap into different parts of the community

• Can rely on each other  when unexpected situations develop

• Make us more appealing to other organizations to partner with



Questions



Contact Info

Danielle Lepping: dlepping@nols.org

Noah Glaude: nglaude@nols.org

Dean Butterworth: dean_butterworth@nps.gov


