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Book Award Activity Packet

Andiamo! Weasel by Rose Marie Grant

Perhaps trusting a weasel was not such a good idea.First he weaseled his way out of helping to sow and tend the corn, and now he’s stolen the entire harvest! What’s a little crow to do? She’s too piccola to defend herself! So she finds a wolf–a big, snarling one–to help her. But is her new fierce friend really necessary? This piccola crow may find out that her grande spirit is all she needs. . . .Here is a playful romp through the Tuscan countryside–complete with a sprinkling of Italian and an important message about friendship and self-esteem.
Activity:
•
Using a world map show the location of Italy.

•
Using a map of Italy show the location of the Tuscany area in Italy

•
Go over the glossary of Italian terms used in the story and practice saying them with the children.

•
Read the story and have the children help with the Italian words

•
Using a Venn diagram compare and contrast this story with the story of the Little Red Hen

Awful Ogres Awful Day by Jack Prelutsky

From morning to night we follow Awful Ogre through a typically awful day.  A poetic romp of rhyme and delightfully squeamish detail, you can’t help but love this awesome ogre.

Activity:

The purpose of this activity is for students to practice the use of “detail” and “descriptive words” in their writing.


1. After sharing the book have students select a creature of their own choice (real or imagined), and a time or activity during a typical day that they would like to describe.

2. Have the students write or dictate a paragraph telling about their chosen time or activity from the perspective of their character. (example: “Lenny Leopards Lovely Lunch”)  Encourage the students to include as much detail and as many descriptive words as possible.

3. Allow the students to create a drawing or cut-paper collage to illustrate their paragraph.  Bind the writings and illustrations together into a classroom book.
Bear Snores On by Karma Wilson illustrated by Jane Chapman 

On a cold winter night many animals gather to party in the cave of a sleeping bear, who then awakes and protests that he has missed the food and the fun.
Activity:
List of words (hyphen) in text: itty-bitty ; pitter-pat ; tip-toe ; creep-crawls ; fluff-cold; pip-pop ; sneak-peek ; sniff-snuffs ; yummy-yums ; honey-nuts ;   Which are “made up” for this text and which are real words?

Onomatopoeia: Describe and define what this means and have students point out examples in the text (chew, chomp, snore, crunch, burps, slurps, tweet, titter, chat, chitter, flutter, mutter, sneeze, gnarls, snarls, roars, rumbles, jumps, stomps, growls, grumbles, whimpers, moans, wails, groans, blubbers, squeaks, gulps, gobbles, blustery)  [The use of words or sounds which appear to resemble the sounds which they describe. Some words are themselves onomatopoeic, such as 'snap, crackle, pop.’]Ask them for other examples.  

• Pair this with Mouse Mess and other examples.  Have students write poems using onomatopoeia.

Use the same pattern as text ABCB or vary the pattern of the poem.  Have one repeating phrase.

• Pair with Popcorn Nonfiction book for more information about popcorn. (May even have samples)  Have a variety of pepper (white, red, cayenne, black) and let your students smell and taste different types (voluntary, of course)  

• Discuss the genre: Tall tales  …” Bear spins tall tales through the blustery night” … See what tall tales your students have heard or know about.  

• Have students act out the story in Reader’s Theatre.

Bertie Was a Watchdog by Rick Walton illustrated by Arthur Robbins.

Bertie was anything but a typical watchdog.  He was not big, mean or scary. He was called a watchdog because he was the size of a watch.  Bertie uses his brains to protect his master’s home when a great big, horrible robber breaks into the house.  Rick Walton’s watercolor and ink illustrations are the perfect complement to this delightful book!

Activity:
1) Show kids the book jacket, end and title pages before reading the first page where Bertie appears to be a big, menacing watchdog.  Ask kids to make predictions about Bertie.  Why was he called a watchdog?

2) After reading the book, create a semantic map for Bertie.  Invite kids to come up with attribute words to describe him and to use the story to justify their word choices.

3) Invite kids to bring the book to life through drama, puppets, or retelling.

4) Third graders can recast the book from the robber’s point of view as in True Story of the Three Little Pigs fashion.

Betsy Who Cried Wolf by Gail Carson Levine illustrated by Scott Nash

Betsy was honored to take the Shepherd’s oath on her eighth birthday.  Her plans to be the best shepherd in history were called into question when she blew her whistle twice to summon the people to save the sheep from Zimmo, the last wolf on the mountain.  Each whistle brought the townspeople running, but the clever wolf was hiding and not to be found.  With her honor on the line, Betsy outwits Zimmo saving both the sheep and her good name.  Nash’s sheep walk on their hind legs and show their attitude through the witty thought balloons.

Activity:
1) Compare Betsy Who Cried Wolf with the traditional Boy Who Cried Wolf.

2) Have students note the differences in the two tales.

3) Create a H-Map or a Venn Diagram to show how the two tales are both similar and different.

4) Use the book with The Wolf Who Cried Boy and discuss the different ways the authors twisted the original tale.

Dear Mrs. LaRue by Mark Teague

Poor Ike LaRue, he is in trouble again and his owner, Gertrude R. LaRue is at her wits end. She enrolls her dog, Ike in the Brotweiler Canine Academy where she hopes he will learn to be obedient. Ike keeps her informed of his progress through a series of letters that paint a grime picture of his incarceration. Is Ike telling the truth about his stay at the academy or is he up to his up to his old tricks?  

Activity:
1. Letter writing: Write a "Dear Mrs. LaRue" letter.

Have students write a letter either individually or as a class explaining what really happens in a regular school day and then what would school look like if it were run like a prison 

2. Fact and Fiction make a chart showing the things in the story that were factual and the things that Ike made up...fiction.

3. It's a Dog life…Make a list of activities "Real Dogs can do"…. Sit, stay, roll over,   and the things that " Real Dogs can't do"…write letters, read books, etc.

4. Notice the license plates on the Brotweiler Academy Truck "BADDOG", Ed's TAXI "DOGONE" The red truck "GET U2" Create license plates for the school bus, Mom's minivan, the principal’s car, your teacher's car etc. 

Do Like a Duck Does by Hindley

By challenging a hairy stranger to imitate the behavior of herself and her ducklings, a mother duck proves that he is a fox and not a duck. Alliteration and rhyme keep the tension that develops between Mama Duck and fox light and humorous. 

Activity:

Type out the text in the story, enlarge and number the story script.  Laminate on tagboard.  Pass out to students for use as a Reader’s theater.  Have fun!

EARLS:     Reading 1.2, 1.3, 2.1, 3.2, 3.3, 4.3

                 Art 1.5


Other stories where the fox is outfoxed:

Tale of Tricky Fox by Jim Alyesworth

Rosie’s Walk by Pat Hutchins

Hattie and the Fox by Mem Fox

Epossumondas by Colleen Salley  Illustrated by Janet Stevens

A retelling of a classic tale in which a well-intentioned young possum continually takes his mother’s instructions much too literally.

Activity:

Characteristics of noodlehead, nitwit or numbskull stories:  

 Mishaps occur that are NOT caused deliberately.

 Humor is gentle and silly.

 Plot may be improbable but it COULD happen.

 Main character is likable but foolish.

•  Pair this story with another WCCPBA winner:  Soap! Soap! Don’t forget the soap! by Tom Birdseye or Lazy Jack by Vivian French for other examples of the genre. 

•  The publisher has a promotional CD of the author reading the story.

Research the author or find a picture (She looks just like the illustration of Mama)

•  Find examples of other stories of this genre. (KCLS has two or three titles)  One available to order from Amazon.com = Noodlehead Stories: World Tales Kids Can Read & Tell
by Martha Hamilton (Editor), Mitch Weiss (Editor), Ariane Elsammak (Illustrator)
•  Writing activity:  Given the characteristics the students may complete a noodlehead tale.  You may make a template by using the examples in Epossumondas.  On the way home from auntie’s house ___________ brought in _________ clutched tightly in his hand.  His mama said that you should carry it this way ______________ … and so on so that students can see the pattern developing and write their own versions of a similar story.

Write additional parts to this story … he carries home X and is told how to carry it and then … next …

Have the students draw pictures for the items they have decided that Epossumondas will carry and how he would carry them.  (Use the drawing on the second page of Epossumondas, enlarge and allow students to add to the drawing what his is bringing home and how he is carrying it.)

Could be traditional southern foods (okra, gumbo, crayfish, etc.)  Have a discussion about animals, life, food of south swamps and bayou.  Read Cajun tales Petit Rouge, Les Tres Cochons for an authentic look at and accent of that area.  Make this tale Cajun by adding French phrases or food to the story …

Fireboat: the heroic adventures of the John J. Harvey by Maira Kalman

The John J. Harvey was first deployed as a fireboat in 1931 and after years of service along the Hudson river was finally retired.  After being lovingly restored by a group of boat enthusiasts it is called into service again during the September 11th terrorists attacks.

Presenting the book:  Show students a SNICKERS bar.  Tell students that this candy treat was first introduced in 1931 the same year the John B. Harvey was born  (This is on the 4th page of the book’s text).  This is a non-fiction book—so they will be learning about true events that happened during the lifetime of this boat.  You may want to have students generate a short list of things that they think may have happened since 1931.)  Present book.  (You may want to pass out miniature SNICKERS to share when you finish reading.

Activity:
•   Pair this book with another boat classic Little Toot by Hardy Gramatky.  It also features a boat with heroic adventures.  Have students create a Venn diagram comparing and contrasting the two stories—one fiction, one nonfiction.

•  This book also pairs well with Virginia Lee Burton’s The Little House.  Both stories feature characters (a house, a boat) that have seen great changes over their lifetime, have been declared obsolete and find renewal in the present.  Have students chronicle the changes these “characters” have seen.  What has changed?  What has remained the same? 

•  Web Activites

Go to the John B Harvey Website:

http://www.fireboat.org/
Explore Photo Gallery (with very young students.)  With older students, go to 9/11 Tragedy page.  Have students read article and analyze it in terms of the 5 Ws—Who? What? Whe?, Where? Why?  “Boat-Speak” is a fascinating page on this web site.  Quiz students by giving them  a short list of “land-speak” terms and having them find the proper “boat-speak” terms on the web site.

Goose’s Story by Cari Best
A young girl finds a Canadian Goose with a badly injured foot and looks for her each day to see how she is doing.

1. Print the Canada goose page from enchantedlearning.com.  Make copies for students and have them color the goose and read the information about geese.

2. Read some non-fiction books about geese and migratory birds.

3. Invite a wildlife specialist to speak and talk about migratory birds.

4. Visit a wildlife refuge in your area to view migratory birds.

Head, Body, Legs: Story from Liberia by Won Ldy Paye

In this tale from the Dan people of Liberia, Head, Arms, Body, and Legs learn that they do better when they work together.

Activity:

See blackline master on page 10

•  Make templates for body parts.  Put each set in a baggie.  After sharing the Story, use the parts to practice making a body shape.  Tie into drawing books found in the nonfiction sections 741-743.

•  Go to http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/continents/Africa/labelcountries/labelletters.shtml
Print out the Label African Countries Map.  There is also an answer sheet you can print.  Use the map to locateing the countryu of Liberia.  Find and label other important African nations.

EALRS:  Reading 1.2, 1.4, 1.5  Art 1.4 

I love Saturdays y Domingos by Alma Flor Ada.

A young girl enjoys the similarities and the differences between her English speaking and Spanish speaking grandparents.

Activity:

1. Have students brainstorm holidays that they celebrate.  Ask students how they celebrate that day. Research some holidays to find out where and how the holiday originate.  Chart similarities and differences on a graphic organizer.

2. Make a set of word cards for the Spanish words in the story for a pocket chart. Teach the students the words before starting the story. 

3. Compare and contrast the two sets of grandparents using a Venn diagram.

4. Share other books in English and Spanish.  Some titles: Uno, Dos, Tres, One, Two, Three by Pat Mora; Icy Watermelon/ Sandia Fria by Mary Sue Galindo; In My Family/ En Mi Familia by Carmen Lomas Garza; Family Pictures / Cuadros de Familia by Carmen Lomas Garza; Say Hola to Spanish by Susan Middleton Elya. 

I Stink by McMullan Kate

While you are sleeping, the garbage truck goes through town eating stinky garbage from A to Z.  Kate and Jim McMullan have collaborated in this very colorful, loud  and action filled picture book.  

Activity:
· Create a garbage alphabet book. Have students choose a letter and a fun garbage item to illustrate on their own page.  Put pages together from a to z.  Pick students to illustrate the cover and the first page about what the garbage truck.   Bind book and display in library or classroom.

· Find out where does our garbage go after the garbage truck picks it up. Read a variety of non-fiction books to students on garbage disposal and recycling.  Non-fiction titles: Where Does the Garbage Go? By Paul Showers; Cartons, Cans, and Orange Peels: Where Does Your Garbage Go? By Joanna Foster; Recycle by Gail Gibbons; Trash by Charlotte Wilcox; Garbage by Evan and Janet Hadingham. 

· Call your local recycling program in your city or county for more information on recycling programs, field trips and assemblies for your school.

Muncha! Muncha! Muncha!  by Candace Fleming

Mr. McGreely is determined to save his vegetable garden from the muncha, muncha , muncha of hungry bunnies. By day he builds fences but by night the bunny trio dives over his fences to enter his garden. Can Mr. McGreely design a bunny proof system to save his yummy lettuce, carrots, peas, and tomatoes  from the resourceful  bunnies? 

Activity:
1.   List all the words (verbs)  that have to do with the way we eat .

      Have the students write a sentence that uses one or more of the words on the list. 

      Ex: The boy chewed his food. The girl gobbled up her lunch. 

1. Select a few students to be the bunnies and someone to be Mr. McGreely. Pantomime the actions of the characters while your re-read the story. 

2. Mr. McGreely went to a lot of trouble to keep the bunnies out of his garden. Draw a picture of a garden showing a defense system that will keep the bunnies out? 

4.   Plant vegetable seeds to take home. 

5. Read the book "Tops and Bottoms" by Janet Stevens as a companion book. Make a     

      list of the vegetables and classify them by "top" or "bottom" vegetables. 

One Riddle One Answer by Lauren Thompson

Aziza, a sultan’s daughter, loves riddles.  When it comes time for her to marry, she devises a math riddle for her suitors to solve.  The one who solves the riddle in the end is a young man who loves numbers as much as Aziza does.  Illustrated in the style of Persian miniatures by Linda S. Wingerter.

Presenting the book.  Write the riddle out on tag board and present to students before you read the book.  Go over the three different parts of the riddle and see if students have any suggestions for a solution.  Read the book aloud.
Activity:
1.  Have students search the library catalog by both subject and keyword for a variety of riddle books.  You may want to expand the search to make sure they also find picture riddles and alphabet books that have the elements of a riddle book (e.g. The Z was Zapped by Chris Van Allsburg).  (If you do not have time for the above search, collect the books ahead of time and distribute one to each pair of students.)  Bring students back together and have them briefly share a riddle they have found.

2.  Gather together some story riddle books—suggestions:  George Shannon’s Stories to Solve books and The Cow of no Color by Nina Jaffe and Steve Zeitlin.  Choose a couple stories to accompany One Riddle One Answer.  Have students compare and contrast the stories. 

3.  Art Connection: The illustrations of this book are done in the style of Persian Miniatures.   The double page spread near the center of the book that shows Aziza on a Persian rug, sitting in a field of flowers, is a good example.  Check out a book from the public library on Persian Miniatures.  Show these to the class and discuss the use of pattern and the distinctive way the artist fills the space.  Pass out  6 X 9 pieces of white paper and materials for students to make their own “Miniature”.  Materials might include, colored pencils, finely patterned wrapping paper, fine line pens.
Recess Queen by O’Neill

In this sassy playground romp, the irrepressible new kid dethrones the reigning reces bully by dong the unthinkable, she invites her to be her friend!

Activity:

•
Gather jump ropes from the PE teacher

•
Brain storm and share jump rope chants with the class

•
Make a chart with several of the favorite chants

•
Have groups of children select a chant and perform for the class

•
Discuss how to deal with a bully and including others in your play

Other books with bully themes:

Bootsie Barker Bites by Barbara Bottner

Don’t Call Me Names by Joanna Cole

Willie the Wimp by Anthony Browne

Me First by Helen Lester

Seaman’s Journal: On the Trail with Lewis and Clark  by Patricia Reeder Eubank

Seaman, Captain Meriwether Lewis’s Newfoundland dog, tells the adventures of the Lewis and Clark expedition to the Pacific Ocean.  Written in journal form, the story is told from Seaman’s point of view.  Beautiful watercolor illustrations show the people, animals, plants and artifacts of the expedition.  

Activity:
· Design a postage stamp to honor the Lewis and Clark Expedition.  Choose an animal or plant they discovered, a member of the expedition, a place during the expedition (Fort Clatsop, Fort Mandan, Columbia River, Missouri River, etc).  Postage stamps could be the size of a half piece of paper or larger.  Use postage stamp Fiskar scissors to cut along outside edge so it looks like a real postage stamp.

· Create a time line on the attached sheet (blackline master on page 11) highlighting important dates and events during the expedition.  Kindergarten and first grade students could write the dates and illustrate important events.

· Lewis and Clark were the first to describe grizzly bears and many other animals.  Research all of the animals that they encountered. Have students create a class book or other media presentation on each of the animals discovered.  

That Pesky Rat by Lauren Child

A brown street rat, who longs to be someone's pet and to have his very own name, gets lucky when he meets a man in the pet shop who has extremely poor eyesight.
Activity:
•
Start a discussion of pets by asking the qualitites of what the students might want in a pet.  

•
Using a white board or butcher paper list the qualities that are mentioned.  If you like put them in categories such as looks, physical needs, personality, etc.

•
Have the children write and illustrate a notice to put up in Mrs. Till’s pet store.  The notice could be titled “Looking for a Pet that.....” or “Pet......looking for a home.”  Put the notices on the bulletin board.

good nonfiction book to share:

Rats:  The Good, the Bad and the Ugly by Richard Conniff


Togo by Robert Blake

Togo was never intended to be a sled dog. He was ‘too small, too independent and too wild’ to be part of a team. Regardless of what his trainer Leonard Seppala thinks, Togo is determined and he soon becomes one of the fastest and strongest sleds dogs in history. He and Seppala are put to the ultimate test when they are called upon to deliver serum to a remote village, across the frozen Arctic, to stop a life-threatening outbreak of diphtheria. While Balto has received the credit for actually bringing in the sled that delivered the serum, Togo, Seppala, and the rest of their team are the true heroes of this run which is now annually commemorated with the Iditarod Race.

Activity: 

In 2004, the Iditarod Race is scheduled to start on Saturday, March 6, 2004.

Learn more about the Idiatrod and the original serum race with the following links:

http://www.iditarod.com/serum_run.html
http://www.cabelasiditarod.com/  (check for the link to sign up for a free teaching poster!)

http://www.workingdogweb.com/Iditarod.htm Click on the link “Iditarod in the Classroom” for additional information

During the running of the Iditarod, check the Anchorage Daily News for updates http://www.adn.com/
Additional reading:

Kiana's Iditarod (Last Wilderness Adventure) by Shelley Gill ,Cartwright Shannon (

Dogteam by Gary Paulsen ,Ruth Wright Paulsen

Akiak: A Tale from the Iditarod by Robert J. Blake

The Great Serum Race: Blazing the Iditarod Trail by Debbie S. Miller ,Jon Van Zyle (a more complete version of the 1925 event.)

Zathura by Chris Van Allsburg

At the end of the Caldecott Medal winning book, Jumanji, young Danny Budwing is seen running home with the Jumanji game board tucked under his arm.  In this sequel we find out what happens when Danny and his older brother Walter roll the dice.

Activity:

This activity is meant to tie-in with a science unit on habitats, or a social studies unit on communities


1. After sharing the book (and perhaps its predecessor, Junmanji), have small groups of students select a particular habitat (ex: ocean, desert, forest) or community location (ex: school, hospital, fire station) 
2. Provide each group with a large sheet of butcher paper, or tag board and have them design a board game appropriate for their habitat or community location.

· Students will research their particular habitat or location

· Students will design and illustrate a pathway for the game to follow – appropriate for their habitat or location

· Students will create a set of game cards describing actions or events that could happen within their habitat or location that will be drawn during their game (as in Zathura and Jumanji).

3. As an alternative the whole class could select one habitat or location and work on designing a game together.  Different small groups could be in charge of designing part of the path or researching and creating a certain number of game cards.

Blackline master for Head, Body, Legs, a Story from Liberia
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Blackline master for Seaman’s Journal
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Washington Children’s Choice Picture Book Award Ballot 2004

Mail your ballot to:  Jennifer Nelson, c/o WCCPBA, Sunnycrest Elementary, 24629 42nd Ave. S., Kent, WA  98032.  To email this Word ballot, first save it to your computer.  Fill out the information below, and send it as an attachment to jnelson@fwsd.wednet.edu      Results will be posted on the WLMA webpage April 15th.

•  Remember to list the titles in ABC order by title with the total votes beside each title, your school name, town, District and total children voting.  

School Name/District: __________________________________________________________

City: ____________________________  Total Children Voting: ________________________

	Title







	Vote totals


	Andiamo! Weasel
	

	Awful Ogres Awful Day
	

	Bear Snores On
	

	Bertie Was a Watchdog



	

	Betsy Who Cried Wolf



	

	Dear Mrs. LaRue



	

	Do Like a Duck Does





	

	Epossumonda



	

	Fireboat



	

	Goose’s Story


	

	Head, Body, Legs



	

	I love Saturdays y Domingos

	

	I Stink!
	

	Muncha! Muncha! Muncha!


	

	One riddle One Answer
	

	Recess Queen
	

	Seaman’s Journal
	

	That Pesky Rat

	

	Togo
	

	Zathura
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