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how it started
In late October 2015, we attended the Academic Library Association of Ohio's annual 

conference. There, we chatted up folks from Columbus College of Art & Design who were 

presenting work their library had done with zines. The poster was fun, and the people were 

enthusiastic.  

We wanted to harness that kind of library energy for our work at Miami. 

O U R  S T O R Y



We went back to work jazzed to make zines. 

We built a team & decided to host recurring events. 

We gathered materials and advertised the event to 

faculty & campus communities. 

 

We flyer'd our promo zine & spread the word via 

email and social media. We held our inaugural Zine 

Tuesdays at 2 in February 2016. 

 

(And still, only, like, two people who weren't 

employed by the library came.)

T H E  S E T U P

Z I N E S  I N  T H E  A R T  L I B R A R Y
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We regrouped. We continued 

hosting workshops. We liaised.   

We found that when we worked 

with students directly, in the 

context of an assignment, zines 

happened. 

 

Amazing, funny, bizarre zines 

happened. 

   T H E     
C L A S S

A R T  F O R  N O N - M A J O R S  
&  A  Z I N E  A S S I G N M E N T
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So good, right? 

Really, don't these ask 

AND answer questions 

in equal measure?
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F I N D  A N Y  E X C U S E  T O  B R I N G  
Z I N E S  T O  A L L  T H E  P L A C E S  &  

P R O G R A M M I N G
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THE NEW-ISH 

PLAN

We brought zines to the attention of the larger

community and into existing library programming, like 

the annual Women's History Month event and campus 

visits from area middle schoolers. 
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BRING YOUR PROGRAMMING TO THEM. 

T H E  N E W - N E W  P L A N
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Provide snacks and space while 

supporting local business. 

W A N T  
C O F F E E ?    
M A K E  A  

Z I N E !



We weren't really keeping 

score--we didn't have a formal 

assessment plan for this event, 

or any of the earlier ones--but 

we're pretty sure we saw a

1000%
P A R T I C I P A T I O N  

I N C R E A S E !



victoria's best 

F L A V O R  V A R I E T Y

I F  W E  
W E R E  
D O I N G  
T H I S  A L L  
A G A I N . . .
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Use your connections. 

In academia? Liaison areas are a great start. 

In a small community? Chat up local businesses. 

  

Consider your target community's needs. 

Don't schedule a recurring program when

students stack classes, for example.  

 

Ask for help. 

You're around smart & creative people every 

day. Bring them into your project early. Stop 

talking & listen to them. 

 

Ask questions. 

Of course formal assessment is nice, but...
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T H A N K  Y O U !


