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Two modern-day kids discover the
truth about an American
Revolutionary War–era female spy
through a treasure-hunt adventure in
their hometown of Setauket, New
York.
With codewords and secret signals
perfected, best friends Rachel and
Joon are ready to spend their summer
practicing spycraft—especially if they
can uncover secrets like the one
Joon’s parents have been keeping,
that his family is about to move out of
town.
When eavesdropping leads them to a
ring rumored to have belonged to
Anna “Nancy” Smith Strong—
according to local Long Island legend,
the only female member of George
Washington’s famed Culper Spy Ring
—they think they’ve hit the jackpot.
Then they discover Nancy left a coded
message in the ring!
Decoding her message leads to
another cryptic clue, and then
another, and soon Rachel and Joon
are racing to decipher a series of
puzzles that must surely lead to
hidden treasure! But can they solve
the final mystery before Joon’s
moving day? And just what did the
centuries-old spy hide away—and
why? 
Sarah Beth Durst’s skillful blend of
Revolutionary War history and
suspenseful contemporary
storytelling will keep readers guessing
to the last satisfying page.

SPY RING

On Dessie Mei Breedlove’s first
day at a new school in the middle
of her sixth-grade year, who does
she see? A classmate who looks
exactly like her. As in: Dessie and
Donna Lee have the exact same
glossy black hair. The exact same
brown eyes. The exact same
cheeky smile.

A secret DNA test reveals the
shocking truth: Dessie and Donna
are identical twins, adopted from
the same orphanage in China,
then separated into two different
families: one white, the other
Taiwanese American. The
Breedloves and the Lees.

Making up for lost time, the girls
throw themselves into their
newfound sisterhood, relishing
every similarity. Cats or dogs
(dogs!). Sweet or savory (both!).
Favorite band (A2Z, duh!). But the
small differences between the
girls soon create tension…and
when crisis strikes, Dessie must
figure out who she is, where she
belongs, and what it truly means
to be a sister.

WITH TWICE THE
LOVE, DESSIE MEI

Clay has had his fill of home life. A
global plague has brought the
world to a screeching halt, and
with little to look forward to but a
summer of video-calling friends,
vying with annoying sisters for the
family computer, and tuning out
his parents’ financial worries, he’s
only too happy to retreat to the
woods. From the moment the
elegant little dog with the ornate
collar appears like an apparition
among the trees, Clay sees
something uncanny in her. Each
day the mysterious Elphinore
leads Clay down paths he never
knew existed, deeper into the
unknown. But they aren’t alone in
their surreal adventures. There
are traps and terrors in the
woods, too, and if Clay isn’t
careful, he might stray off the
path and lose his way forever. 

With evocative black-and-white
illustrations by Junyi Wu, National
Book Award winner M. T.
Anderson’s novel is heartfelt and
exhilarating, wry and poignant,
seamlessly merging the fantastic
and the familiar in a tale both
timely and timeless.

ELF DOG &
OWL HEAD

For hundreds of years,
something in the basement
of Glenfield Middle School
has waited for its chance to
open a portal into the realm
of monsters. Now its time
has come, and the school is
going to need a hero. 

Pablo Ortiz . . . isn’t that guy.
All he wants to do is lie low
and get through middle
school in one piece. So
when Pablo accidentally
opens the portal and
summons a vengeful Aztec
goddess, he’ll need the butt-
kicking skills of his new
friends and the wisdom
passed down by his abuela
to take her on.

MONSTER
LOCKER
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My own Yara, if you are reading
this, then something terrible has
happened, and you are on your
own. To return to the city of
Zehaira, you must read out the
words on the back of this letter…
Good luck, my brave girl.

When twelve-year-old Yara’s
mother passes away, she leaves
behind a letter and a strange set
of instructions. Yara must travel
from the home she has always
known to a place that is not on
any map—Zehaira, a world of
sorcerers, alchemists, and
simmering magic. But Zehaira is
not the land it used to be. The
practice of magic has been
outlawed, the Sultan’s alchemists
are plotting a sinister scheme—
and the answers Yara is searching
for seem to be out of reach.

Yara must summon all her
courage to discover the truth
about her mother’s past and her
own identity…and to find her
place in this magical new world.

THE KINGDOM
OVER THE SEA

A joyful coming-of-age middle-
grade graphic novel by debut
Indigenous creator Cameron
Mukwa about the journey of a
two-spirit kid who wants to
create a ribbon skirt for the
upcoming powwow.

Ten-year-old Anang wants to
make a ribbon skirt, a piece of
clothing typically worn by girls
in the Anishinaabe tradition,
for an upcoming powwow.
Anang is two-spirit and
nonbinary and doesn't know
what others will think of them
wearing a ribbon skirt, but
they're determined to follow
their heart's desire. Anang sets
off to gather the materials
needed to make the skirt and
turns to those around them --
their family, their human and
turtle friends, the crows, and
even the lake itself -- for help.
And maybe they'll even find a
new confidence within
themself along the way.

When a mysterious little free
library (guarded by a large orange
cat) appears overnight in the
small town of Martinville, eleven-
year-old Evan plucks two
weathered books from its shelves,
never suspecting that his life is
about to change.

Evan and his best friend Rafe
quickly discover a link between
one of the old books and a long-
ago event that none of the grown-
ups want to talk about. The two
boys start asking questions whose
answers will transform not only
their own futures, but the town
itself.

Told in turn by a ghost librarian
named Al, an aging (but beautiful)
cat named Mortimer, and Evan
himself, The Lost Library is a
timeless story from award-
winning authors Rebecca Stead
and Wendy Mass. It’s about
owning your truth, choosing the
life you want, and the power of a
good book (and, of course, the
librarian who gave it to you).

SAFIYYAH’S WAR

Andrew’s just trying to make it
through Picture Day, which is
easier said than done when it
seems like the whole world is out
to get him—from a bully to a
science experiment gone wrong
to a someone else’s juice snot
(don’t ask).

But as Andrew goes through the
school day, and as one thing after
another goes wrong, that little
kernel of worry in his stomach is
getting hotter and hotter, until it
threatens to pop and turn into a
public panic attack, his worst fear.
He tries to keep his anxiety at bay,
but the news that his
grandmother with Alzheimer’s is
missing is too much.

Interspersed with humorous spot
art and “anxiety file” panels that
depict the real, difficult feelings of
anxiety and OCD and real tips for
coping, this is a poignant,
personal, and laugh-out-loud
funny story about letting go of
control and accepting help—all
while trying to get the perfect
school picture.

POPCORN THE RIBBON SKIRT
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A living legend roosting in the
backyard. An unmissable game. A
hair-raising mystery. A road trip
full of adventure and danger. And
all the overlapping circles that
connect us throughout Creation.

Melanie “Mel” Roberts and Ray
Halfmoon may be from different
Indigenous Nations, but the friends
have become like siblings since the
Robertses moved in with the
Halfmoons. And they soon welcome a
distinguished guest: Great-
grandfather Bat, whose wing is
injured, has taken refuge in their old
oak tree.

A rematch of the legendary Great Ball
Game is coming up, with Bat as the
star player. Grampa Charlie Halfmoon
offers to drive Bat from Chicago down
to the traditional playing field outside
Macon, Georgia, and Mel and Ray are
determined to help out.

Together, they all set off on a road
trip—facing adventure, danger, and a
hair-raising mystery—on the way to
the historic game.

With loving care and boisterous
humor, acclaimed author Cynthia
Leitich Smith (Muscogee) tells a
modern folklore story about
friendship, embracing the
unexpected, and all the overlapping
circles that connect us throughout
Creation.

ON A WING
AND A TEAR

The wilderness is in Jenna’s blood.
Her Pap was the first Black park
ranger at Sturbridge Reservation,
and she practically knows the
Owlet Survival Handbook by
heart. But she’s never
encountered a creature like the
one that took her best friend
Reese. Her parents don’t believe
her; the police are worthless,
following the wrong leads; and the
media isn’t connecting the dots
between Reese’s disappearance
and a string of other attacks.
Determined to save her friend,
Jenna joins a new local scout
troop, and ventures back into the
woods.
When the troop stumbles across
suspicious signs: huge human-like
footprints near the camp, scratch
marks on trees, and ominous
sounds from the woods, Jenna
worries that whatever took Reese
is back to take her too. Can she
trust her new scout leader? And
will her new friend Norrie—who
makes her laugh and reminds her
so much of Reese—believe her?
After the unthinkable happens,
the scouts, armed with their wits
and toiletries, band together to
fight the monster and survive the
night.
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