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Picture Book Award Activities
Albert  

 by Donna Jo Napoli


You never know what a day will bring. The morning begins like any other. Albert reaches out the window to check the weather. But from the moment a twig lands smack in the palm of his hand, life is never the same.  Before he knows it, Albert is stranded, holding a brand new nest in his hand. The days go by, eggs are laid, the papa cardinal starts feeding berries to Albert, and, inevitably, chicks hatch. Meanwhile, Albert is slowly developing a different take on life. His previously protected world opens up as he witnesses the highs and lows of nature's course.   Illustrated by Jim LeMarche. 

Activity:
1.
Locate a book about birds native to your area.  Study the type of nests that they build and the materials used to build the nest.  Illustrate your research findings with a picture of the bird.

8. Talk about fears that people have and how they deal with them.  What might help to deal with the fear?  What helped Albert deal with his fear of going out into the world?

And the Dish ran away with the Spoon
by Janet Steven and Susan Crummel

Every night the same thing, Dish runs away with the spoon and every night they return except one night they don’t.  So Cat, Cow and Dog set out to find them working through other rhymes such as Miss Muffet, Little Boy Blue, and the Big Bad Wolf’s kitchen.

Activity: EALRS: Reading
2 - The student writes in a variety of forms for different audiences and purposes.  Communication 2 - The student communicates ideas clearly and effectively.
1.
After reading the story brainstorm with students a list of other Nursery Rhyme characters, Folk 


Fairy Tale characters or well-known Fiction characters who might have crossed paths with the Dish and Spoon as they were running away.  

2.
Discuss what the character’s contact with the Dish and Spoon might have been like.  What might they have said? What might they have done?  

3.
Try to keep suggestions in context with what we know about the characters, their setting and personality, etc.

4.
After brainstorming and discussing possibilities have each student, or a small group of 2-3 students select one character that they would like to work with.

5.
 Have each student or group dictate or write a 1-3 paragraph, first person description, of their encounter with the Dish and Spoon.

6.
Next have each student or one student from each group dress-up like their chosen character.  They may bring costume items from home, use items from school, create masks, or make life-size body cutouts, etc.

7.
A digital or regular photograph will be taken of each character.

9. These will printed out or mounted, paired with the written first person descriptions, and bound into a classroom or library book.
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Farmer Brown Shears His Sheep


by Teri Sloat


What happens when the temperature drops and Farmer Brown’s newly shorn sheep begin to shiver?  The sheep track down what has happened to their wool and demand to have it “BAAAAAK.”  Farmer Brown solves the problem with colorful wool sweaters for the chilly sheep.

Activity:
After reading Farmer Brown Shears His Sheep, read a nonfiction book(s) about sheep and wool. Some recent titles are:  Sheep by Peter Brady; Sheep by Lynn Stone; Wool by Chris Oxlode; Spring Fleece by Catherine Paladino; and My Sweater by Robert Pressling.

˚
Tie in some items to go along with this title and other nonfiction sheep/wool books.  Bring in some carding combs and raw wool to have the students card wool.  Show students the process of yarn from start to finish by showing them the actual items involved.

˚
If possible ask someone who spins wool and/or weaves to come to your library and show students the process of wool yarn and the end products.

Fine, Fine School


by  Sharon Creech

One day, Mr. Keene called all the students and teachers together and said, “This is a fine, fine school!  From now on let’s have school on Saturdays too.”  But, he soon learns that too much of a good thing can be a bad thing when there is no time to play and relax, but only time for more school.  

Activity:
1.

˚
Divide a piece of butcher paper in half.

˚
On one side list all the things we usually learn at school and on the other side list all the things we usually learn at home or outside of school.

˚
Give the students post-it notes to write on.  After reading the item have the class decide on which side of the paper the item would best fit.

2.

˚
Make a poster of the fine, fine things we have learned at insert Name of Your School.
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Goldilocks Returns


by Lisa Campbell Ernst

Goldilocks grew up feeling guilty about the destruction she had made in the Bear’s cottage.  So Goldi returns to the scene of her crime—fifty years later—to make amends.  This time she redecorates in the bear’s absence, but not to the bear’s tastes.

Activity:
˚ 
Read the original Goldilocks and the Three Bears before reading Goldilocks     Returns.  Ask students to compare and contrast the two versions.

˚ 
List on board the basic good manners.  Ask students to list the bad manners exhibited in original version.  Then list bad manners in Goldilocks Returns.

˚ 
 List the ‘good things’ Goldie did in Goldilocks Returns.  Then ask question,  “Did Goldie really change in trying to soothe her guilty conscience?”

Hoodwinked


by Arthur Howard

What sort of pet would you want if you were a witch?  Perhaps a bat, a toad, or a piranha?  Definitely something creepy.  At least that’s what Mitzi the witch thinks until one rainy night when a little orange kitty scratches at her door and wins her heart.

Activity:  EALRS:  2.1, 2.2, 3.1, 3.3, 4.3
Use in conjunction with One Day at Wood Green Animal Shelter.  Discuss new pets and what they need to be healthy and happy.  Do a  “Responsible Pet Care” research study.
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Jubela  

by Cristina Kessler


Shots ring out and the baby rhino Jubela must face the world on his own.  He roams the African plain until an old female rhino adopts him and once again he feels secure

Activity:  EALRS: 1.4, 2.1, 2.2, 3.1, 3.3, 4.3
Explore other Swaziland tales or other African folktales.

Invite an adult to speak about adoption.  Ask students who are willing, to share their adoption stories.
Mabela the Clever  

by Margaret MacDonald


Mabela may be the smallest mouse in the village, but that doesn’t matter because her father has taught her to be clever.  One day the cat comes to invite everyone to join the secret Cat Society.  The mice blindly line up and follow the cat, but because Mabela’s father has given her good advice she knows that the cat is up to no good.

˚
Mabela Game:  In the introduction of this book the author explains the Mabela Game.  Ask your music teacher to teach you and your students the tune in the book or make up your own tune to the lyrics.

˚
The author explains the importance of telling stories and passing them on in the oral tradition and learning traditional wisdom and morals from them for the Limba in West Africa.  Read other folktales from Africa and discuss the moral or lesson learned from each tale. 
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Moses goes to school  
by Isaac Millman 


Moses and all of his classmates are deaf or hard-of-hearing, but that doesn't mean they don't have a lot to say to each other! They communicate in American Sign Language (ASL), using visual signs and facial expressions.  The story follows Moses through a school day, telling the story in pictures and written English, and in ASL, introducing hearing children to the signs for some of the key words and ideas. At the end is a favorite song, "Take Me Out to the Ball Game."

Activity:

Tie in any other titles about sign language with this book.


As you read this title, teach your students the sign language words and phrases throughout such as “I wrote a letter” and “My Dog I Love.”


Teach your students the song “Take me out to the ball game,” by singing it and by signing it from the story.  If possible bring in the song on tape or cd to sing and sign along.


Write penpal letters like Moses and his classmates did in the story.  Have students pick other students in the same grade at school and write handwritten or word processed letters to each other.

Mr. Lincoln’s Way  by Patricia Polacco


Mr. Lincoln is the coolest principal ever! He knows how to do everything, from jumping rope to leading nature walks. Everyone loves him . . . except for Eugene Esterhause. "Mean Gene" hates everyone who's different. He's a bully, a bad student, and he calls people awful, racist names. But Mr. Lincoln knows that Eugene isn't really bad-he's just repeating things he's heard at home. Mr. Lincoln helps Eugene build on his interests and discover that he does like the world.

Activity:
˚
This is a great book to be read by a school principal during February –Black History Month.

˚
Have a class discussion asking the following questions:



Why do you think ‘mean Gene” is mean?



Why is he called a bully?

Did you like Mr. Lincoln’s idea of asking Eugene to care for the atrium and in attracting birds to the atrium?

˚
This story could also lead to the study of birds in your area and migration.
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My Dad  

by Anthony Browne

In this warm and humorous tribute to dads everywhere, dad is portrayed with paternal traits and heroics with some exaggeration.  As we find out a wonderful father can do anything.

Activity:

Make your own “Dad Book” or use the idea on the blackline master on page 11.

Nutik, the wolf pup  

by Jean Craighead George

In an Eskimo village at the top of the world lived a little boy who name was Amaroq.  One day his sister brings home two wolf pups and Amaroq falls in love with Nutik, one of the pups.  When it is time for Nutik to rejoin his wolf family, will Amaroq be strong like the great wolf leader he is named after and be able to let Nutik go?

While this makes a good story, in reality it is not a good idea.  Wild animals should be left alone.  Invite a wild life ranger to discuss this with the class.

Teach a drawing lesson about wolves using examples from How to Draw animals books you have in your library.

Research wolves and answer such questions as “Why are the northern wolves white?”  Create a Wolf Fact book using the blackline master on page 12.   Have students write down their source of information at the bottom of the page.
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One day at Wood Green Animal Shelter  
by Patrica Casey

As the story unfolds, children learn circumstances that bring animals to the shelter and find out how they are being cared for: a baby hedgehog found in someone's garden is fed warm goat's milk from an eye dropper; a pigeon with a broken leg gets a lollipop stick splint.  The double-page spreads are filled with details about animals rescued and those that take care of them.

Activity:  EALRS:  2.1, 2.2, 3.1, 3.3, 4..3

•  Arrange a field trip to a veterinarian clinic or have a veterinarian visit school. 

•  Discuss new pets and their care before and after their arrival at a new home.  How do we make them             
   comfortable, healthy and happy?  What supplies are necessary?  How will their names be chosen?

•  Research Responsible Pet Care using Pet Care books to gather information for various types of pets.

One Tiny Turtle  

by Nicola Davies

The mysteries of this reclusive deep-sea creature unfold as the Loggerhead swims alone in the vastness of the water, munches on crabs, floats over coral reefs and crawls with slow, heavy steps across the beach to lay her eggs. The informative text flows with poetic grace: "Just beneath the surface/ is a tangle of weed and driftwood/ where tiny creatures cling./ This is the nursery of a sea turtle."  As the Loggerhead's hatchlings race for their lives across the beach readers will be willingly engaged in their adventure.

Activity:
1.
Split a peace of writing paper into halves. On one side make a list of five facts you learned about loggerhead turtles from reading the book. On the other side list five things you would like to know about turtles.  Research to find out what you want to 
know.

2.
On the black/white board make a list of the characteristics of a reptile.  Discuss these attributes before reading the book and ask the students to look and listen for them to identify parts of the story that tell you a turtle is a reptile.

10. Using a drawing book learn how to draw a turtle and/or color a picture of a turtle.
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Other Side  

by Jacquelin Woodson

Clover has always wondered why a fence separates the black side of town from the white side.  When Annie, a white girl begins to sit on the fence, Clover grows more curious about the reason why the fence is there and about the daring girl who sits on it.  One day Clover, feeling brave, makes friends with Annie and they solve the separation dilemma.

Activity:
1.
Study the biographies of Martin Luther King, Rosa Parks, Andre Young, Harriet Tubman and other historic Black leaders who fought for integration and civil rights.  Read Martin’s Big Words by Doreen Rappaport.

2.
Read books about friendship and discuss the characteristics of friendship.  Some titles are:  


Rosie and Michael by Judith Voist


How to Lose all your Friends by Nancy  Carlson


Chester’s Way by Kevin Henkes


Best Friends for Frances by Russell Hoban


Toot and Puddle by Holly Hobbie


Frog and Toad series by Arnold Lobel


George and Martha series by James Marshall

Rocks in His Head 

by Carol Otis Hurst

Some people collect stamps, others coins.  But year after year the main character in this book collects rocks.  He trades, displays and labels his rocks.  The Depression forces him to sell his business, but he keeps his interest in his rocks and ends up working in the science museum he has so often visited.

This book is a good example of a childhood passion that led to an adult career.  The  driving force behind the author’s father’s obsession with rocks was  his curiosity.  Kids own collections  can be a wonderful start of exploring a passion and organizing information.

My Collections Bulletin Board

Review with students the five methods of organizing information (or collections):  

1. Alphabetical (like a dictionary or encyclopedia) 2.  Time—old to new (like a calendar, schedule or journal entry.)  3. Location (an atlas, or geography) 4.  Categories (like subjects, rocks) 5.  Continuum ( numerically, first to last, smallest to tallest etc. )

Materials: post-it notes and pens or pencils.  Large sheet of butcher paper with the five methods of organizing listed across the top.

Directions:  Think about a collection you already have, or if you don’t have one, one you would like to have.  Students should make a quick sketch of their collection on the post-it note.  Be sure they label their sketch.)  One by one students will come to the front of the room with their post-it note and explain which of the above methods they use to organize it. A stamp collection may be organized by location; a rock collection may be organized by category.   In some cases it will not be clear which method is used.  This is fine because it will generate a good discussion.  Then students place post-it in the correct place on the butcher paper.  The result is an instant bulletin board.  (A great way to start out this activity is to model it with a collection that you yourself have.)

The April/May 2002 edition of Booklinks has  an article titled “Taking up Collection”.  In it is a great bibiliography of books and resources about collections as well as a number of very do-able activities.  It references the following: The Smithsonian Kids Collecting Website http://kids.si.edu/collecting/  
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Sophie’s Masterpiuece   

by Eileen Spinelli
Sophie’s no ordinary house spider.  She’s an artist; and every web she spins is more wondrous than the one before.  But don’t mention that to the guests at Beekman’s Boardinghouse, because they don’t like spiders, except the woman on the third floor.  Sophia befriends the expectant mother by creating a blanket that is a masterpiece of a lifetime.

Activity:

One of the pleasures of this book is how Eileen Spinelli anthropomorphizes Sophie.  The first double-spread page of the book sets this concept up with a scientific drawing of a spider on the left hand side with  a humanized Sophie on the right.  Have students examine the illustrations carefully to detect the human and spider elements and where they “cross over”.  

Art project—Creating a Sophie Web  

Materials:  Black or dark blue or gray construction paper.  White or the lightest colored pencils from the colored pencil sets.  Each student will need one pencil.  Nonfiction books showing details of spider webs.

Procedure:  Have students examine Sophie’s webs and discuss how she puts in elements  that are significant to her—the sun, stars, hearts, snowflakes, “snippets of fragrant pine.”  Have students decide on a couple of symbols that are important to them.  They should draw these on their dark paper first and then construct their web around them.  They can use the illustrations in this book or non-fiction books with close-ups of spider webs as reference material.
Tale of Tricky Fox   by Jim Aylesworth


When Tricky Fox bets his brother he can fool any human into giving him a pig the fun begins.  He fools a few along the way, then he runs into a savvy teacher who is not fooled and ends up fooling the fox himself.  There is an especially delightful recipe for Eat-Your-Hat cookies in the back of the book

Activity:EALRS: Communication 1 - The student uses listening and observation skills to gain understanding.
1.
After reading the story have the class sit in a large circle to play the “Tricky Fox Game”

2.
Materials:  1 cloth bag or gunny sack to be Tricky Fox’s Bag and a box containing a variety of small to medium common objects

3.
One student is chosen to be Tricky Fox.

4.
The student chosen to be Tricky Fox takes the bag and goes to the box of objects which is kept out of sight of the circle

5.
Tricky Fox chooses one object to place in the bag and then goes to the students in the circle

6.
Tricky Fox goes to one student at a time, holds out his bag and says, “I’m so clever – tee-hee-hee! Trick, trick tricky! Yes siree!”

7.
The student may look at the bag, hold the bag, shake the bag, and even feel inside the bag, but must not look in the bag.

8.
The student then makes a guess about what the object in the bag is.

9.
If the student guesses incorrectly, Tricky Fox moves on to the next student in the circle and repeats the same process.

10.
If the student correctly guesses the object in the bag then they become the new Tricky Fox.

11.
The new Tricky Fox will go to the object box, select a new object to put in the bag, and then return to the circle to continue with the next student.  The former Tricky Fox will sit in the circle and take the place of the new Tricky Fox.

12.
Play continues until every student has had a turn to guess, or you are out of time.

13.
The object is to be the Tricky Fox who fooled the most students before the object in their bag was guessed.
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Who Took the Cookies from the Cookie Jar 

 by Bonnie Lass,  & Philemon Stuges,

Every child loves chanting thi9s famous refrain.  In this humorous adaptation of the classic playground song, Skunk solves the mystery as he asks each of his animal friends the classic question, “Who took the cookies from the cookie jar?

Activity:  EALRS: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 2.1, 2.2, 3.1, 3.3, .4.3


Use rhythm and rhyme to chant the story.


Musical instruments can be used to accompany the story


Play out the story

· Make puppets out of paper and glue to sticks.

Widget  

by Lyn Rossiter McFarland

Widget is a little dog without a home.  He finds a house that seems like the perfect place to live.  There’s only one problem: six cats live there, and they don’t like dogs.  But Widget endears himself to the cats and their owner by barking for help when the owner falls. Expressive illustrations make this book a winner.

Activity:
1. 
Pull drawing books for cats and dogs and practice good art skills for drawing animals.  Have 

each student draw a cat and a dog and name their pet.  Make a pretend pet wall.

2.
Pull pet care books and compare and contrast what is needed to take care of a dog and a cat.  

How is the care different, how is the care the same.  Draw pictures of the cats and dogs and put 

them on the research poster of “Care of a dog,” and “Care of a cat.” 

3.
Read other books where cats and dogs learn to get along.  Some titles are:


The Dog who had Kittens by Polly Robertus


Tale of Ginger and Pickles by Beatrix Potter


The Cat and Dog by Andre Dahan
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My Dad’s All Right! 
 



By

My dad isn’t afraid of ANYTHING,
Even_________________

He’s as strong as a_______

And as happy as a________

He’s all right, My dad.______

My dad is as big as a_______

And as soft as a___________

[image: image3.png]



My dad’s a great
My dad can eat like_______
and he can swim like_______

And a brilliant__________

And he makes me_______                         __________  a lot.

I love my dad

And you know what?

HE LOVES ME!
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Activity for Nutik: the Wolf Pup

Wolf Facts:

Why are the northern wolves white?
nformation source:
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Washington Children’s Choice Picture Book Award Ballot 2003

Mail your ballot to:  Jennifer Nelson, c/o WCCPBA, Sunnycrest Elementary, 24629 42nd Ave. S., Kent, WA  98032.  Results will be posted on the WLMA webpage April 15th.

To email this ballot, follow these instructions. Go to the WLMA website (www.wlma.org) and select Books and Book Awards, select Washington Children’s Choice Picture Book Awards, scroll down to the Ballot link and follow the instructions. If you email your ballot direct either send it as a Word document.  Remember to list the titles in ABC order by title with the total votes beside each title, your school name, town, District and total children voting.  Email address is:   jnelson@fwsd.wednet.edu
	Title







	Vote totals


	Albert

	

	And the Dish Ran away with the Spoon
	

	Farmer Brown Shears  His Sheep
	

	Fine Fine School



	

	Goldilocks Returns



	

	Hoodwinked




	

	Jubela





	

	Mabela the Clever



	

	Moses Goes to School



	

	Mr. Lincoln’s Way


	

	My Dad



	

	Nutik the Wolf Pup


	

	One Day at Green Wood Animal Shelter
	

	One tiny Turtle


	

	Other side
	

	Rocks in His Head

	

	Sophie’s Masterpiece

	

	Tale of Tricky Fox

	

	Who Took the Cookies from the Cookie Jar
	

	Widget
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Battle of the Books for WCCPBA  (can be adapted for  any grade level K--6)

Battle of the Books

WCCPBA

Plan of Action
Using the 20 titles from the WCCPBA nominee list for the current year the intermediate students (grades 4-6) will:

1.
Divide class into 5 teams

2.
Divide the books into 5 tubs and  give each team a tub of WCCPBA titles 

3.
Each team will be responsible to read all the titles.  Each title should be read by at least 2 students

4.
Give the students 3 weeks to read the titles.  Get additional copies of the titles from the public library so that you have at least 2 copies of each title.

5.
After the first week don’t put tubs on the tables but display the books and children as the finish a book can select another to read from the display.  Or, sort the tubs by checking which ones the teams need.

6.
On the fourth week, give each team an answer sheet and a pencil, ask 28 questions (or as time allows) and have the teams put the answer on the answer sheet.  The answer will always be a title.

7.
I make up 30 questions (sample questions included in this packet) incase there is more time.  Follow the rules on the student rule sheet when playing the Battle of the Books.  

8.
Winning teams from each class receive a prize (bookmark, candy, applause, or whatever you decide) 

NOTE:  Older students, especially those that have participated in the WCCPBA in primary grades love getting the chance to read these books and be responsible for comprehension of the books.  I do this every spring with the classes  after the younger students  have voted.
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WCCPBA"Battle of the Books" rules

1.  Each team has an answer sheet with their team number on it and a pencil
2.
Monitor reads each question twice and will not repeat after that.

3.
Discuss with your team what title the question comes from

4.
Write the title down that answers the question, your writing must be clear, The first couple of words of the title are enough to write down

5.
Monitor will collect the answer sheet at the end of the session and post the winning team after lunch.
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"Battle of the Books" 
Rules for preparing for the "Battle"

•
5 teams

•
Each team must have read all the books (at least 2 people read each book in case someone is absent on the "Battle Day")

•
Teams will be given three weeks to read all 19 of the books

•
Team members may come in at recess to read the books

•
Teams must be prepared to answer questions about the books on "Battle" day
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ossible questions for the Battle of the WCCPBA  Books:

Albert

1.
In what book is the main character afraid to go outside?

2.
In what book does the main character test the weather with his hand?

And the Dish Ran away with the Spoon

1.
In what book was there running dishware?

2.
In what book was there a jumping cow?

Farmer Brown Shears his Sheep

1.
In what book did a farmer fill his shed knee-deep in wool??

2.
In what book does a farmer make colorful sweaters for his sheep?

Fine, Fine School

1.
In which book does Tillie’s dog go to school?

2.
In which book does the principal walk through the halls everyday?

Goldilocks Returns

1.
In what book does a lady mess up a cozy cottage?

2.
In which book did a lady work at a hardware store?

Hoodwinked

1.
In which book is the main character looking for a pet?

2.
In which book is the main character’s final pet choice a cat?

Jubela

1.
In which book is there a baby animal in the mud?

2.
In which book does a baby get a new mom?

Mabela the Clever

1.
In which book are there foolish mice?

2.
In what book is the main character given good advice by her father?

Moses goes to school

1.
In which book do they have penpals?

2.
In which book does the main character attend a special school?

Mr. Lincoln’s Way

1.
In which book does a boy help build an aviary?

2.
In which book does the Principal befriend a troubled student?

My Dad

1.
In which book is  a person’s dad as big as a house?

2.
In what book did the dad win a marathon?

Nutik, the wolf pup

1.
In what book did the sister find two wolf pups?

2.
What book is set in an Eskimo village

One Day at Wood Green Animal Shelter

1.
In what book are animals adopted?

2.
What title is written by Patricia Casey


One Tiny Turtle

1.
In which book does the main character find juicy clams and shrimp in a seaweed jungle?

2.
In which book is the main character’s shell as hard as armor?
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Other Side

1.
In what book did two girls meet on a fence?

2.
In what book did a girl play in the rain?

Rocks in His Head

1.
In what book did a boy’s father open a gas station?

2.
In what book did the main character end up working in a museum?

Sophie’s Masterpiece

1.
In which book is there a blanket made for a baby?

2.
In which book does the captain only have gray clothes in his closet?

Tale of Tricky Fox

1.
In what book did the lady feel sorry for the animal and let him sleep in her house?

2.
Name the book in which the teacher wasn’t fooled by the main character.

Who took the cookies from the Cookie Jar?

1.
Name the book where a skunk questions other animals.

2.
 Name the book where ants take the cookies.

Widget

1.
In what book does the main character pretend to be a cat so that he will fit in?

2.
In what book does a dog save his owner?

