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Å What is Active Learning? 

Å Connecting with the Community

Å Thinking Expansively 

Å Design ïReimagine and Prototype 



When you hear ñACTIVE LEARNING,ò 

what comes to mind? 



participatory, informal, 
interest-driven 
and relevant to real life

ÁLearning happens by doing.

ÁEveryone can participate. 

ÁChallenge is constant.

ÁEverything is interconnected.

Active 

learning

in 

libraries

isé 
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Learning is 

interconnected.

Learning is social. 

DIY becomes DIT 

(do it together)

Learning 

happens 

by doing.

Challenge is 

constant.

MAKING SPACE FOR ACTING LEARNING IN YOUR LIBRARY

Photos, clockwise: STEM program at Wilton (NH) Public Library; Build a City by CSM (CA) Libraries on Flickr, CC BY 2.0; 

Digital Media Lab, Laurel (DE) Public Library, by Tameca Beckett; You can make it by Fabrice Florin on Flickr CC BY-SA 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/collegeofsanmateolibrary/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/collegeofsanmateolibrary/15577279965/in/photostream/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/fabola/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/fabola/28225768406/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/


The Smart Spaces Process

CONNECT, THINK, EXPLORE



CONNECT
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THE 

COMMUNITY 

IS THE 

EXPERT

Surveying Community Members by Car Martinon FlickrCC BY-NC 2.0

It all begins 

éand

continues

with 

community

https://www.flickr.com/photos/torontocat/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/torontocat/31947418754/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/


Community discovery is 

connection and conversation.

Connect Cooperate by Johnhain on Pixabay

https://pixabay.com/users/johnhain-352999/
https://pixabay.com/illustrations/cooperate-collaborate-teamwork-2924261/


ñIôve made a lot of connections and explored our 

community in a different way than I have before, 

so I feel more able to get feedback now that 

Iôm a known entity. 

It was hard to get out at first but once you 

start reaping the benefits, itôs rewarding to 

put yourself out there.ñ 

Itôs a two-way connection



ñWe began to ask questions.ò

The Honey Grove Library and 

Learning Center

Honey Grove, TX
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What do 

we (your 

library) do 

really well?

What 

would you 

do to build 

a better 

library?



Community Discovery

ÅTown Halls 

ÅSurveys

ÅSchool 

Events

ÅCounty Fairs



Spoiler alert! 

This is the crucial moment when the real 

transformation happened.



Community Speaks; Board Listens

The Hall-Voyer Foundation Board turned community input into a wall of ideas.

The Board decided to:

ÅChange the name to Honey 

Grove Library and Learning 

Center

ÅWrite a new mission statement

ÅCreate a new logo and new 

website 

ÅStart a capital campaign, with an 

initial goal of $300K

$649,000 raised 

by Dec 31!!!



ñInvolving my board in these discussions gave 

them a whole new insight into what I had been 

trying to convey to them Ȥhearing it from the 

people directly made a huge difference!ò 



Fresh Strategies and Tools 

for Discovery



The bigger basket of discovery tools

1. Interviews and focus groups

2. Visual tools

3. Interactive workshop tools

Toolbag by steve_a_johnson on Pixabay

oc.lc/discovery-tools 

https://pixabay.com/users/steve_a_johnson-8206634/
https://pixabay.com/photos/wood-carpenter-equipment-tools-3293929/


1. Interviews 

and focus groups

ÁStakeholder meetings/ 

group interviews 

ÁTopical focus groups

ÁIntercept surveys

ÁHappy Hour 

brainstorming

Community Group Meetings/Interviews at Hot Springs Library, NC


