Fact Sheet:

Washington Library Association
The Washington Library Association (WLA) is a resource for libraries and the people who make
them great! WLA is a vibrant and effective advocate for libraries, library professionals and library
allies. It’s also a community where its members learn, grow professionally, develop strong
relationships & have fun. The Association is guided by the following core values:


Community: WLA brings us together because of our shared interest in libraries.



Integrity: We hold ourselves accountable to the highest standards of honesty and truth.



Professionalism: We actively strive to use best practices in conducting our business as an
organization and treat each other with respect as colleagues.



Responsiveness: We listen to input from members, anticipate changing trends that affect
our profession, and meet the needs of our stakeholders in a timely manner.



Inclusivity: WLA encourages and is open to diverse viewpoints, values and cultures and
welcomes the unsettling as well as the familiar.



Education: We create learning opportunities for members of the library community to
expand their knowledge, develop their skills, and share knowledge with each others.



Intellectual Freedom: We support the role libraries play in providing access to information,
as well as the principle of free, open and unrestricted access to information and ideas.



Leadership: We provide opportunities for members to practice their skills as leaders, and
serve as the voice of the industry and profession.

The Association offers opportunities for learning, both in structured professional development
offerings and through informal networking opportunities. WLA members have built strong, collegial
relationships and frequently consult with each other as individuals and through shared interest
groups. In addition, WLA members have access to:


Annual Conferences: Two conferences per year with continuing education activities, of
interest group meetings, vendor exhibits, member awards and WLA’s annual business
meeting.



Legislative Activities: WLA actively pursues an agenda that represents member interests
through a committee, a legislative representative and Library Day in Olympia each year.



Publications: Alki, the Association’s journal, is published three times each year. The
Association’s Web site is the source for about the organization and its activities.



Scholarships: There is an annual scholarship awarded for graduate library program tuition.
Grants are also made for students and other members to attend the annual conferences.

Anyone interested in libraries and the goals of WLA can be a WLA member. Join at www.wla.org.
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