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How to start a Reach Out and Read (ROR) + Library Partnership 
 
Step 1:  
Check with your librarians, early learning staff, and Youth Services/Community Managers to see 
if relationships already exist. Talk internally to see what type/level of partnership might make 
sense.  

 
Step 2:    
Find out if a ROR clinic exists near you! 
 
Washington  
https://reachoutandreadwa.org/ - 206.524.3579 - washington@reachoutandread.org 
 
Oregon: 
http://reachoutandread.org/oregon/ - 503-830-0510 - samira.godil@reachoutandread.org    
 
Find a program near you: 
http://www.reachoutandread.org/resource-center/find-a-program/ 
 
For large scale partnerships, identify the best person at your library to reach out to the ROR 
director for your state. For local, clinic-to-branch level connections, ROR staff can help with 
making an initial introduction. In some cases, there may be value in setting up an in-person 
meeting with ROR, the clinic, and the library. In others, an email introduction may be ideal.    

 
 
Step 3:  
Get to know your clinic! Set up a phone or in-person meeting. Here are some questions you 
might ask:  
 

 I am interested in knowing more about the communities you serve at your clinic. Do you 
serve low income families or families from specific cultural groups?  

 What languages are spoken as a first language by your clients?  

 What community resources do you frequently refer families to?  

 Do you have any questions for me about what resources are available at the library?  

https://reachoutandreadwa.org/
http://reachoutandread.org/oregon/
mailto:%20samira.godil@reachoutandread.org
http://www.reachoutandread.org/resource-center/find-a-program/
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 Are there any services or support you wish the library could help provide?   

 Do you know of any barriers your clients have in reaching library services?  

 We have fliers advertising _______, would any of these be valuable for you to have at 
your location?  

 Can you think of any opportunities for the library to connect with families here at the 
clinic?  

 Do you host any health fairs or community events (public or private) where I could 
promote library resources to your clients?   

 Do you think staff at your location would benefit from hearing more about library 
services? (if yes, offer to attend a staff meeting)  

 Besides medical staff like nurses and doctors, does the clinic have social workers or other 
staff dedicated to assisting clients with wrap around/additional services? Would you be 
willing to connect me to that person? Is there anyone else at the clinic that you think I 
should talk to?  
 

Step 4:  
 
Follow up with whatever deliverables you have promised – dropping off fliers, arranging to 
attend a staff meeting, etc.    

 
Step 5:  
Check in periodically.  Ask if the clinic would like updated fliers or tell them about a new service. 
  
Your connection may be simply about library resource sharing, but remember – it is a huge 
benefit for a busy clinic to be up-to-date with library offerings. It reminds them to talk about 
the library with families, and it keeps accurate information available to families.   
 

By remaining in touch, when opportunities come up, you will come to mind when the clinic 
thinks of a new program or service. You will also know more about the unique needs of the 
clinic and will be poised to share with them when you hear about new opportunities.   
  

Step 6:   
Share your success with others at your library and beyond! Encourage other libraries to reach 
out to ROR clinics, and ROR clinics outside your service area to connect to their local library. 
 
Jessica Mortensen, MLIS, Executive Director, Reach Out and Read Washington State 

jessica.mortensen@reachoutandread.org  
Ellen Stevenson, MD, MPH, Medical Director, Reach Out and Read Oregon, Oregon Health and Science 
University  

stevense@ohsu.edu  
Annie Lewis, MLIS, Early Childhood Services Manager, Multnomah County Library   
 anniel@multcolib.org  
Blythe Summers, MLIS, Learning Initiative Manger, Pierce County Library System  
 bsummers@piercecountylibrary.org   

mailto:jessica.mortensen@reachoutandread.org
mailto:stevense@ohsu.edu
mailto:anniel@multcolib.org
mailto:bsummers@piercecountylibrary.org
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Examples of Reach Out and Read (ROR) + Library Partnerships 

Large scale partnerships:  
In Multnomah County OR, the Multnomah County Health Department, Reach Out and Read, 
and the Multnomah County Library created a joint MOU. Together they provide early literacy 
assistance to families in the following ways: 

 Library purchases and delivers books to ROR clinics and provides training for clinic staff. 

 Health Department reports data to ROR and is responsible for implementation of the 
program model. 

 Library delivers materials for waiting rooms to all clinics in the library services area – 
materials from Friends of the Library donations, and Library discards. 

 Library provides centralized, coordinated support for activities listed below in the 
Clinic-to-Branch section. 

 
Other types of larger scale partnerships: 

 Library teams up with clinic to ask for grant to supply clinic with books. 

 Coordinated delivery of Summer Reading materials to all clinics in the service area. 

 Library and clinic connect to co-promote early learning needs to key stakeholders, or co-
sponsor initiatives to encourage families to read together. 

 Library visits to the clinics with the book mobile. 
   

Clinic-to-Branch Connections:   
 Provide clinic with materials about library resources, services, and programs. This may 

also include early literacy posters/materials, maps to local libraries, and resources for 
parents and teens.  

 Offer library card sign ups, staff a resource table, or deliver story time in the waiting 
room or during clinic events/health fairs. 

 Create recommended booklists for children in the ROR age range. 
 Visit staff/nurse meetings to educate staff about library resources for referral purposes. 
 Make connections to social workers and outreach staff at the clinic.  
 Share early literacy posters/materials. 
 Create a library-related display within the clinic. 
 Provide trainings for clinic staff meetings, parent groups, or childbirth classes about 

library resources and early learning. 
 Coordinate the delivery of library discards, gently used books, and/or Friends of the 

Library donations to provide books for clinic waiting rooms.  
 Attend the clinic’s private or public health fairs, holiday parties, and events for their 

clients to promote library resources and sign people up with library cards.  
 Co-develop programs with clinic staff for specific family/parent groups.   
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Tips for Successful Partnerships: 
 

 Let the clinic’s needs and capacity guide the work rather than coming with a 

predetermined program plan. For small scale partnerships, be patient and let the 

relationship evolve. Different clinics have different capacity, turnover of staff, volume of 

clients, and/or size of space. 

 Don’t forget about adults – parents and teens may need job/career resources, 

continuing education support, citizenship info, computer help, and/or book 

recommendations. 

 People will travel long distances to visit a doctor they trust. Be open to cross-promoting 

library resources across library locations or even library systems. 

 Don’t forget to check in about language needs and offer any translated resources you 

have available. 

 Don’t underestimate the benefit of keeping up-to-date library resources available to 

clinics. This keeps the library fresh in the mind of clinic staff and families.  

 One of the biggest needs of clinics to participate in ROR is funding the books. Don’t be 

discouraged if this is a clinic’s main need and your library can’t offer books or money. 

Help them in other ways by talking about their program with other community partners 

and funders, and continue to supply them with up-to-date library resources.   

 Make sure your library knows about the great work you are doing with ROR and your 

local clinic! 

 
 
Jessica Mortensen, MLIS, Executive Director, Reach Out and Read Washington State 

jessica.mortensen@reachoutandread.org  
Ellen Stevenson, MD, MPH, Medical Director, Reach Out and Read Oregon, Oregon Health and Science 
University  

stevense@ohsu.edu  
Annie Lewis, MLIS, Early Childhood Services Manager, Multnomah County Library   
 anniel@multcolib.org  
Blythe Summers, MLIS, Learning Initiative Manger, Pierce County Library System  
 bsummers@piercecountylibrary.org 
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mailto:anniel@multcolib.org
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THE ANNUAL IMPACT IN OREGON 

REACH OUT AND READ OREGON 

75,000 
children served 

133,000 
books distributed 

1,197 volunteer 
medical providers 
& additional 
medical volunteers 
           121 

program sites 
150,000 well-child 
visits served 

112,500 parents 
and caregivers 
engaged 



osa is a 19-year-old single Mom 
with a 16-month-old son, Calvin.
Like all parents, Rosa wants to do 

what is best for her son but she does not 
know how. Without help, it is likely that 
Calvin will start school developmentally 
behind his peers, and possibly never 
catch up.

Fortunately, Rosa’s pediatrician, Gabriella Muscolo, is a Reach Out and 
Read doctor. Gabriella has explained to Rosa, and thousands of other 
new parents at their pediatric checkups, that cuddling and reading aloud 
to infants and toddlers is one of the best ways of fostering early brain 
development that leads to lifelong learning and achievement.

At each of 10 checkups from birth until Calvin starts school, Rosa learns 
how to talk, sing, read to, and connect with Calvin—and Calvin takes home 
a new book that will prompt them to read together often. 

Rosa now says “Reading to my son will make a difference in how he learns 
and how he does in school. I want to give that to him.” Rosa is giving her 
son a foundation for success.

R

Parents are 

2½x
more likely  

to read  
to their children.

Families are 

2½x
more likely to enjoy 
reading together or 
have books in the 

home.

Children’s language ability 
improves with increased

exposure to Reach Out and Read.

Parents are 

2x
more likely to read 

to their children  
more than three 
times a week.

Children’s language 
development is  

improved

by 3–6 months. 

For full details of our research, please visit www.reachoutandread.org/why-we-work/researchfindings

Extensive peer-reviewed research shows  

that in families served by Reach Out and Read:

In 2014, the American Academy 

of Pediatrics issued a landmark 
policy statement promoting 

literacy as “an essential 

component of pediatric primary 

care” for all children. The policy 
references Reach Out and Read as 
an effective intervention to engage 
parents and prepare children to 
achieve their potential in school  
and beyond.

This realized a long-term aim of 

Reach Out and Read to integrate 

early literacy promotion as  

a routine practice in health 

checkups.

The Reach Out and Read model 

is endorsed by the American 

Academy of Pediatrics

To learn more about Reach Out and Read Oregon, 

please contact us:  

              www.reachoutandread.org 



Reach Out and Read in my area

Profile

Reach Out and Read gives young children a foundation for success by incorporating books into pediatric care and
encouraging families to read aloud together.

Doctors, nurse practitioners, and other medical professionals incorporate Reach Out and Read's evidence-based model
into standard pediatric checkups, by advising parents about the importance of reading aloud and giving developmentally-
appropriate books to children. The program begins at the newborn checkup and continues through age 5, with a special
emphasis on children growing up in low-income communities. Families served by Reach Out and Read read together more
often, and their children enter kindergarten with larger vocabularies and stronger language skills, better prepared to
achieve their potential.

Reach Out and Read's National Impact

Reach Out and Read Programs are located in 6,200 hospitals, health centers, and pediatric clinics in all 50 states, the
District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands
Reach Out and Read serves 4.9 million children and families annually
More than 7.5 million new, developmentally-appropriate books are given to children annually
More than 33,700 doctors and nurses currently participate in Reach Out and Read
Community volunteers dedicate more than 400,000 hours of service to Reach Out and Read annually.

Reach Out and Read's Local Impact

138 clinical locations
87,026 children participate annually
151,816 new books distributed annually

Programs in this Area
Baker County, OR

St. Luke's Eastern Oregon Medical Associates

Benton County, OR

Samaritan Mid-Valley Internal Medicine and Pediatric Specialists
Samaritan Pediatrics
SFMRC ROR
The Corvallis Clinic, PC
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Clackamas County, OR

Beavercreek Health Center
Gladstone Community Health
Neighborhood Health Center / Canby Site
Neighborhood Health Center / Milwaukie Site
PMG Milwaukie Family Medicine
Sandy Health Center
Sunnyside Health Center
The Children's Clinic - Tualatin Location

Columbia County, OR

Scappoose Clinic

Coos County, OR

Bay Clinic Pediatrics
Coast Community Health
Tioga Community Health Services / North Bend Medical Center

Crook County, OR

Crook Kids Clinic
Prineville Clinic

Deschutes County, OR

Central Oregon Pediatric Associates
Central Oregon Pediatric Associates - Redmond Clinic
Central Oregon Pediatric Associates - West Bend Clinic
Ensworth School-Based Health Center / Ensworth Elementary
Lynch Community Clinic / M.A. Elementary School
MM Ariels Clinic
MM Bend High Clinic
MM East Bend Clinic / Bend Primary Care
Mosaic Medical
Redmond Clinic
St Charles Family Care Redmond

Douglas County, OR

North River Pediatrics
Sutherlin Clinic
Umpqua Community Health Center / Myrtle Creek Clinic
Umpqua Community Health Center

Harney County, OR

Harney County Public Health Department / High Country Health and Wellness
Harney District Hospital Family Care

Hood River County, OR

One Community Health
School Based Health Center
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Jackson County, OR

La Clinica Central Point Health Center
PMG South Medford Pediatrics
Providence Medical Group Eagle Point Pediatrics
Southern Oregon Pediatrics

Jefferson County, OR

Indian Health Service / Warm Springs Service Unit
Madras Clinic
Madras School Based Health Center / Mosaic Medical
St Charles Family Care

Josephine County, OR

Grants Pass Clinic
Grants Pass Pediatrics
Siskiyou Pediatric Clinic, LLP

Klamath County, OR

Cascades East Family Medicine Clinic
Klamath Open Door Family Practice
Sanford Children's Clinic

Lane County, OR

PeaceHealth Medical Group / Pediatrics
PeaceHealth Pediatrics / Barger Clinic
PeaceHealth Pediatrics / Downtown Eugene
PeaceHealth Pediatrics at RiverBend

Lincoln County, OR

Samaritan Lincoln City Medical Center

Linn County, OR

Geary Street Family medicine
Samaritan Lebanon Health Center Pediatrics
Samaritan Mid-Valley Children's Clinic
Santiam Medical Clinic Part of Santiam Hospital

Malheur County, OR

Snake River Pediatrics, PC
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Marion County, OR

Aumsville Medical Clinic Part of Santiam Hospital
Childhood Health Associates of Salem
Lancaster Family Health Center
Pacific Peditrics
Salem Hospital / Salem Health Medical Group
Salem Pediatric Clinic
Salud Medical Center / Yakima Valley Farm Workers Clinics
Santiam Hospital
Santiam Medical Associates
SHMG Family Medicine-Parkside
SHMG Family Medicine RRS
SHMG Keizer Clinic
Silverton Health - Keizer Health Center
Sublimity Medical Clinic Part of Santiam Hospital
Willamette Family Medical Center
Woodburn Pediatric Clinic

Multnomah County, OR

Child Development & Rehabilitation Center / Oregon Health & Science University
Doernbecher Children's Hospital / Pediatric Residency Program
East County Clinic / Multnomah County Health Department
Gabriel Park Clinic
Kaiser Permanente Northwest
La Clinica de Buena Salud
Mid County Health Center
Multnomah County Health Department / NE Health Center
North Portland Health Clinic
OHSU Family Medicine
Oregon Health and Science University / Craniofacial Program
Pediatric Associates of the Northwest - Portland Location
Providence Health Services / Gateway Family Medicine
Providence Southeast Family Medicine
Randall Children's Primary Care - Emanuel
Richmond Clinic
Rockwood Clinic
School Based Health Clinics
SE Clinic
South Waterfront Clinic
Wallace Medical Concern
Wallace Medical Concern- / Gresham Clinic

Polk County, OR

Central Health and Wellness Center
Grand Ronde Health and Wellness Clinic
SHMG Family Medicine-Dallas
SHMG Family Medicine Edgewater
SHMG Family Medicine - Monmouth
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Sherman County, OR

Sherman County Medical Clinic

Union County, OR

Grande Ronde Hospital Elgin Clinic
Grande Ronde Hospital Union Clinic
Grande Ronde Hospital Women's & Children's Clinic

Wallowa County, OR

Building Healthy Families

Wasco County, OR

MCMC Family Medicine
Mid-Columbia Medical Center / MCMC Pediatrics

Washington County, OR

Century School-Based Health Center
Doernbecher Westside Clinic
Hillsboro Pediatric Clinic
Kaiser Permanente Beaverton Clinic
Merlo High School
Neighborhood Health Center / Tanasbourne Clinic
Orenco Clinic
Pediatric Associates of the NW
Primary Care at Beaverton
Providence Medical Group Sherwood
Southwest Family Physicians
The Children's Clinic
Virginia Garcia Memorial Foundation and Health Center - Hillsboro Clinic
Virginia Garcia Memorial Health Center

Wheeler County, OR

Asher Community Health Center

Yamhill County, OR

Dr. Brigman
Drs. Brigman & Whittaker
Physicians Medical Center
Providence Medical Group Newberg / Family Medicine
The Children's Clinic - Newberg Location
Virginia Garcia Memorial Health Center
Virginia Garcia Memorial Healthcenter Newberg Primary Care
Virginia Garcia Newberg Clinic
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Reach Out and Read Programs In Washington
229 active programs + 5 in training


