
Tree Data Exercise

Explore the data in the table. Look for interesting

 Facts

 Comparisons

 Interactions (correlations)

 Changes over time

…or other significant patterns. Draw on the map, if you like. What 
stories might this data tell?

Exercise from the Finding Stories in Data module of the Data 101 Toolkit, developed by the Western Pennsylvania Regional Data Center and the 
Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh 

http://www.wprdc.org/news/data-101-toolkit/


Tree Data Exercise II

What people would be interested in this data? What interests make
them care about the data stories you found?

How might this data be misused? 

What input does the community have about data depicted here? 
How might community action change this data five years from now?

 Is there other information you wish you had?
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What is Open Data?

Open data and content can be freely used, modified, 
and shared by anyone for any purpose.

Open Knowledge International  



Examples of Open Data
From the WA open data portal

From the Bremerton, 
WA police department 
webpages

From Douglas County, 
Washington’s GIS 
webpage 

From the U.S. Census’ 
data exploration platform

From the Harvard Dataverse

https://data.wa.gov/browse?q=Expenditures+by+candidates+and+political+committees
https://www.bremertonwa.gov/991/Statistics
http://www.douglascountywa.net/departments/gis
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/
https://dataverse.harvard.edu/file.xhtml?fileId=2429290&datasetVersionId=57522


Where to Find Open Data
Portals & Repositories

Graphic browser of r3data registry of research data repositories

City of Spokane’s GIS portal

U.S. federal government open data portal

https://www.re3data.org/
http://data-spokane.opendata.arcgis.com/
https://www.data.gov/


What Raw Open Data Looks Like

Park boundary data from the Washington Geospatial Open Data Portal

Park features from Seattle’s open data portal

http://geo.wa.gov/datasets/wa-stateparks::parks-park-boundaries-1
http://geo.wa.gov/datasets/wa-stateparks::parks-park-boundaries-1
https://data.seattle.gov/Parks/Park-Features-By-PMAID/xrnu-8eiq


What Slightly Processed Open Data Looks 

Like

Park boundary data from the Washington Geospatial Open Data Portal Park features from Seattle’s open data portal

http://geo.wa.gov/datasets/wa-stateparks::parks-park-boundaries-1
http://geo.wa.gov/datasets/wa-stateparks::parks-park-boundaries-1
https://data.seattle.gov/Parks/Park-Features-By-PMAID/xrnu-8eiq


What Open Data Makes Possible
Understanding Important Issues

Homelessness feature on Association of Washington Cities’ open data portal

https://awcnet.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade/index.html?appid=c6ce694c116d44ddb2a40ab39e34b3ca


What Open Data Makes Possible
Better Services

Chicago food inspection forecasting GitHub website

Presentation at the Council for Agricultural Science and Technology 

https://chicago.github.io/food-inspections-evaluation/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QbOMIQTOK1M


What Open Data Makes Possible 
User-Friendly Apps and Tools

From the OneBusAway website

From the Civil Rights Data Collection website

https://onebusaway.org/
https://ocrdata.ed.gov/


Data’s Role in 

Public Life is 

Exploding

Government, business 
and researchers are 
using data more and 
more to make 
decisions and deliver 
services. From Sidewalk Labs’ homepage

https://www.sidewalklabs.com/


What Does That Have to Do with This?



Open Data Gives Libraries the Chance to …

 Catalyze growth of a valuable public resource
 Showcase the service that sets libraries apart
 Champion access, equity and privacy in public life 
 Advance strategic goals and streamline operations
 Demonstrate value directly to funders and influencers 



Open data success: Broadband maps

Broadband during the 

recession

- Jobs program

- Federal-state 

partnership

- Open Data for 

accountability

- Crowdsourced info 

on ground truth



Current resources - FCC data

● Partnership with 

carriers

● No ground truth

● Credibility issues



Next Generation - Localized & Correctable



Connection to my work and to libraries:

● State broadband office

● Libraries as community anchor institutions

● eRate law 2018

● Broadband bill 2019



What it means 

Open data changes the 

landscape for government



Open Data Success: Community Indicators Initiative

http://spokanetrends.org/

http://spokanetrends.org/


Community Indicators Initiative: Category page



Community Indicators Initiative: Indicators menu



Community Indicators Initiative: Visualization



Community Indicators Initiative: Summary, data



Community 

Indicators: 

Mostly rural 

counties

http://spokanetrends.org/loc_map.cfm

http://spokanetrends.org/loc_map.cfm


Community Indicators: What to Notice

● Open data can be a terrific collection item.

● Library patrons benefit when government opens its data.

● The right presentation nurtures data literacy.





Information has value. Sometimes it’s inflated.



Business Research vs.

Other Research

Photo by flickr user Dan DeLucaPhoto by flickr user Shankar S.



Herding Cats





Librarian assistance is crucial



If I can Open Data, you can too



Everett Public Library’s open data 

partnership with the City of Everett

Why Now?

● Envision Everett 2037​

● Mayoral Directive 2018-03



Our Principles & Strategy

● Governance​

● Citizen Engagement​

● Knowledge 

Management​

● Technical

● Open by default​

● Inclusive​

● Accessible & interoperable​

● Timely & comprehensive



Everett Public Library’s open data 

partnership with the City of Everett 

● Commitment to open, equitable access to information

● Meet digital literacy and data literacy needs 

● Promote other library databases and resources

● Opportunity for public programming and classes



Everett Public Library’s open data 

partnership with the City of Everett 

● Advocacy opportunity to new city administration

● Assert library as integral city department

● Leadership opportunity in planning and policy with 

insights from community needs

● Promote image of library that’s more than just 

books

Summer Reading Celebration with Mayor Cassie Franklin



Mount Vernon City Library

● In 2018 the State of Washington legislature passed ESSB 6002 which applies to Cities, 

Counties, School districts, Fire districts, Ports, Public utility districts.

● The Washington State Legislature is trying to address any structure or practice of an 

election system that dilutes the votes or limits the rights of a protected class, resulting in 

an unequal opportunity to elect candidates of their choice.

● The law defines polarized voting as, “voting in which there is a difference […] in the 

choice of candidates or other electoral choices that are preferred by voters in a protected 

class, and in the choice of candidates and electoral choices that are preferred by voters 

in the rest of the electorate”

● Fairer vote.



Data Alone Not Enough

In the case of Mount 

Vernon Latinx are young

34% overall

54% of the School age 

population

Only 17% of the voting 

age population

Goal = 17% to 33% 

representation



Voting Districts

The districts as they were 

outlined



Open Data’s Story

5 districts



Open Data’s Story

7 districts



Open Data 

+ card holder 

data

Overlay = heat map of 

card holders



Questions?

Explore more open data resources at the Washington 

State Library:

https://www.sos.wa.gov/library/libraries/projects/opendata/

Contact: kathleen.sullivan@sos.wa.gov

https://www.sos.wa.gov/library/libraries/projects/opendata/
mailto:kathleen.sullivan@sos.wa.gov
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Tree Data Exercise 
 

Explore the data below. Note any interesting, 

FACTS   COMPARISONS   CORRELATIONS   CHANGES OVER TIME 

…or other significant patterns. Draw on the map, if you like. What stories might this data tell? 

 

Tree 
map 
location Species Condition Year Planted 

1 Maple Good 1987 

2 Oak Fair 1966 

3 Ash Dead 1990 

4 Sycamore Fair 1993 

5 Maple Fair 1944 

6 Maple Good 2009 

7 Ash Poor 1977 

8 Oak Good 2001 

9 Ash Poor 1971 

10 Maple Fair 1999 

11 Maple Poor 1955 

12 Maple Good 1955 

13 Ash Fair 1967 

14 Sycamore Good 1990 

15 Maple Fair 1939 

16 Oak Good 2013 

17 Oak Fair 1949 

18 Sycamore Fair 1929 

19 Ash Dead 1993 

20 Maple Good 2004 
 

From “Finding Stories in Data” activities in the Data 101 toolkit, developed by the Western 

Pennsylvania Regional Data Center and the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh 

http://www.wprdc.org/news/data -101-toolkit/  

http://www.wprdc.org/news/data-101-toolkit/

