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WSL is celebrating! 

• Did you know that the Washington 

State Library is 160 years old this year? 

• March 2, 1853 – Organic Act of March 

2, 1853 provides $5,000 for purchases 

of library materials; 

• May 21,1853 – First shipment of books, 

selected by Territorial Governor, Isaac 

I. Stevens, leaves New York City on the 

clipper ship, Invincible;  

 

 



From San Francisco to Olympia 

• September 9, 1853 – The Invincible arrives 

in San Francisco after 110 days at sea; 

• October 5, 1853 – The brig Tarquinia sails 

out of the Port of San Francisco, carrying 

the first shipment of library materials to 

Olympia; 

• October 23, 1853 – The first shipment of 

books for the Territorial Library arrives in 

Olympia. 

 



From 1853 to 2013 

• We are here today to empower 

Washington’s libraries to meet the 

needs of their communities in the 21st 

Century. 



How can WSL help you? 

• Grants; 

• Training; 

• Online collections; 

• Networking opportunities; 

• Staff expertise; 

• Information about Washington libraries; 

• Help for library trustees; 

• Services for the blind, visually impaired, 
deaf-blind, physically impaired, and 
reading disabled. 



Need money? 

• Apply for a grant! 

• Grant opportunities include: 

– Information Technology Continuing 

Education (ITCE) Grants; 

– Continuing Education (CE) Grants; 

– LSTA Grants. 

• Find out more at: 

 www.sos.wa.gov/library/libraries/grants/.  

http://www.sos.wa.gov/library/libraries/grants/


Need training? 

• Check out the WSL Training Calendar 

at: 

www.sos.wa.gov/library/libraries/trainin

g/trainingCalendar.aspx; 

• Come to First Tuesdays: 

www.sos.wa.gov/library/libraries/firsttu

esdays/default.aspx. 

http://www.sos.wa.gov/library/libraries/training/trainingCalendar.aspx
http://www.sos.wa.gov/library/libraries/training/trainingCalendar.aspx
http://www.sos.wa.gov/library/libraries/firsttuesdays/default.aspx
http://www.sos.wa.gov/library/libraries/firsttuesdays/default.aspx


Training tips: 

• Sign up for RSS Feeds of Upcoming 
Training Events at: 
www.sos.wa.gov/library/libraries/trainin
g/rss.aspx; 

• Remember - Continuing Education 
(CE) grants 
(www.sos.wa.gov/library/libraries/traini
ng/continuEd.aspx) can help fund 
attendance at eligible events. 

 

http://www.sos.wa.gov/library/libraries/training/rss.aspx
http://www.sos.wa.gov/library/libraries/training/rss.aspx
http://www.sos.wa.gov/library/libraries/training/continuEd.aspx
http://www.sos.wa.gov/library/libraries/training/continuEd.aspx


We have online collections 



And they’re free! 

• Genealogists, teachers, and historians 

love them! 

• There’s something for everyone: 

– Full-text books; 

– Digitized newspapers, maps, and photos; 

– And much, much more. 

• Check them out at: 

www.sos.wa.gov/library/digcolls.aspx. 

http://www.sos.wa.gov/library/digcolls.aspx


Want to connect with 

colleagues? 

• Sign up for WSL’s e-mail Distribution 

Lists; 

• Many topics are available including: 

– Digital EDU – For teachers and teacher-

librarians who use WSL’s online resources; 

– Keepers of the Stories – For information 

related to Washington’s tribal libraries; 

– Summer Reading – For those interested in  

summer reading programs.   



Many topics to choose from 



Signing up is easy! 

• Just go to 
www.sos.wa.gov/library/libraries/lists.aspx; 

• Select a list from the drop down menu; 

• Type in your e-mail address; 

• And click on the “Subscribe” button. 

 

 

 

http://www.sos.wa.gov/library/libraries/lists.aspx


It couldn’t be easier! 



WSL Updates – Check it out! 

• A new issue every Thursday morning; 

• Two “flavors” – e-mail and blog – same 

information, different formats; 

• Features: 

– Grant opportunities; 

– Conference announcements; 

– Free training opportunities; 

– And much, much more! 

 



WSL Updates – via e-mail 

• Sign up for the Updates e-mail Distribution List at 
http://www.sos.wa.gov/library/libraries/lists.aspx  

 

http://www.sos.wa.gov/library/libraries/lists.aspx


WSL Updates – the blog 

• Visit the blog at 
http://blogs.sos.wa.gov/library/  

http://blogs.sos.wa.gov/library/


WSL has gone social! 

Read our blog, Between the Lines, at 

http://blogs.sos.wa.gov/library/; 

“Like” us by going to 

https://www.facebook.com/Washington

StateLibrary;  

Or “follow” us at 

https://twitter.com/WAStateLib.  

http://blogs.sos.wa.gov/library/
https://www.facebook.com/WashingtonStateLibrary
https://www.facebook.com/WashingtonStateLibrary
https://twitter.com/WAStateLib


On our blog: devil fish and more! 

http://blogs.sos.wa.gov/library/  

http://blogs.sos.wa.gov/library/


“Like” us on Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/WashingtonStateLibrary  

https://www.facebook.com/WashingtonStateLibrary


Be a “Follower” 

https://twitter.com/WAStateLib  

https://twitter.com/WAStateLib


Need answers? Ask an expert 

• Call upon WSL staff for help with: 
– Librarian Certification; 

– Library Governance and Law; 

– Small, Rural, and Tribal Libraries; 

– Early Learning; 

– Youth Services; 

– E-Rate; 

– Technology; 

– Training; 

– Preservation; 

– Databases; 

– Etc. 



WSL can help 

Find more experts at: 

www.sos.wa.gov/library/libraries/libDev/contactName.aspx  

http://www.sos.wa.gov/library/libraries/libDev/contactName.aspx


Need resources? 

• Check out our statewide projects and 
initiatives including: 
– Downloadable Audiobooks for Washington; 

– EReader and EBook Resources; 

– K-20 Network; 

– Statewide Database Licensing; 

– Summer Reading Program; 

– Washington Rural Heritage. 

• Find these and more at: 
www.sos.wa.gov/library/libraries/All-Services.aspx.  

http://www.sos.wa.gov/library/libraries/All-Services.aspx
http://www.sos.wa.gov/library/libraries/All-Services.aspx
http://www.sos.wa.gov/library/libraries/All-Services.aspx


Read to Your Baby Booklets 

Now available in 7 languages! 
 
Find the order form at 
http://www.sos.wa.gov/_assets/library/libra
ries/libDev/ReadToYourBabyOrderForm.pdf  

http://www.sos.wa.gov/_assets/library/libraries/libDev/ReadToYourBabyOrderForm.pdf
http://www.sos.wa.gov/_assets/library/libraries/libDev/ReadToYourBabyOrderForm.pdf


Need information about 

Washington libraries? 
• Find a broad spectrum of information 

including: 
– Online Directory of Washington Libraries; 

– Washington Public Library Statistics; 
– Legislative Session Updates; 

– Legislative and Congressional District Fact 
Sheets; 

– Washington Academic Library Statistics. 

• See these and more at: 

www.sos.wa.gov/library/libraries/libDev/pu
blications.aspx#WAStats  

 

http://www.sos.wa.gov/library/libraries/libDev/publications.aspx
http://www.sos.wa.gov/library/libraries/libDev/publications.aspx


Got Trustees? 



Go exploring! 

• Check out the new Washington State 

Public Library Trustee Wiki at 

 

– http://wiki.sos.wa.gov/trustees 

 

 

 

http://wiki.sos.wa.gov/trustees


Washington Talking Book & 

Braille Library (WTBBL) 



That all may read … 

• Service is for anyone unable to read 

standard print materials: 

– Blind, visually impaired, deaf-blind; 

– Physically impaired (can’t comfortably 

hold a book or turn pages – examples 

include arthritis, MS, Parkinson’s, 

amputation, neuropathy, cerebral palsy); 

– Reading disabled (organic dysfunction - 

examples include dyslexia and autism). 

 



WTBBL is completely free! 

• Available statewide; 

• Materials are delivered via USPS 

directly to the requestor – WTBBL 

patron residences, nursing homes, 

hospitals, libraries; 

• Books are sent via “Free Matter for the 

Blind and Physically Handicapped,” a 

federally subsidized program. 



Who is eligible? 

• Individuals need to be residents of 
Washington (only an address is 
needed – no proof of legal status is 
required); 

• Facilities such as schools, hospitals, 
libraries, assisted living facilities, and 
nursing homes, which regularly serve 
clients meeting eligibility requirements, 
may also apply for service. 



Don’t forget students! 

• Institutional accounts are also available 
to schools or school districts that enroll 
eligible students; 

• Educators can request materials for 
students to use in the classroom and to 
support student-learning needs; 

• Individual student accounts are 
encouraged to support learning outside 
of school; 

• Teachers of the visually impaired can also 
set up accounts for their students. 



What is the application process? 

• Application forms for individuals and 
institutions are available on the WTBBL 
website; 

• Libraries may certify eligibility for those 
who are blind, have a visual impairment, 
are deaf-blind, or have a physical 
impairment; 

• Only doctors of medicine or osteopathy 
are allowed to certify those who have a 
reading disability. 



Books … 

• Fiction, non-fiction, westerns, mystery, 
romance, YA, children’s, biography, 
classics, etc.; 

• Available in Spanish and, increasingly, 
in other languages; 

• Available in many different formats – 
audio (loaned with playback 
equipment or downloadable), braille, 
large print. 



And more! 

• WTBBL also offers: 

– Youth services, including by-mail summer 

reading programs and events for children 

and their families; 

– Reference service on issues of blindness, 

physical disabilities, and issues of general 

interest; 

– Large print deposit collections to eligible 

facilities. 



WTBBL has gone digital! 



Books and magazines are 

available for download 



Yes, there’s an app 

• BARD (Braille and Audio Reading 
Downloads) app for iPhone and iPad, 
released on September 26, 2013, 
allows users to download and read a 
book directly on their player; 

• NFB (National Federation of the Blind) 
provides an overview on their blog: 
– https://nfb.org/blog/atblog/nls-bard-ios-

long-awaited-app. 

 

https://nfb.org/blog/atblog/nls-bard-ios-long-awaited-app
https://nfb.org/blog/atblog/nls-bard-ios-long-awaited-app
https://nfb.org/blog/atblog/nls-bard-ios-long-awaited-app
https://nfb.org/blog/atblog/nls-bard-ios-long-awaited-app
https://nfb.org/blog/atblog/nls-bard-ios-long-awaited-app
https://nfb.org/blog/atblog/nls-bard-ios-long-awaited-app
https://nfb.org/blog/atblog/nls-bard-ios-long-awaited-app
https://nfb.org/blog/atblog/nls-bard-ios-long-awaited-app
https://nfb.org/blog/atblog/nls-bard-ios-long-awaited-app
https://nfb.org/blog/atblog/nls-bard-ios-long-awaited-app
https://nfb.org/blog/atblog/nls-bard-ios-long-awaited-app


Help for libraries 

• WTBBL can: 

– Help you learn about assistive technology 

(AT); 

– Provide information for setting up 

accessible work stations; 

– Give you tips on formats that can make 

materials accessible to your patrons who 

are unable or find it difficult to read 

standard print. 

 



More help for libraries 

• Libraries can have a digital player, 

book, and online BARD download 

account to show patrons what they 

can get from WTBBL; 

• Training for downloading can be 

provided; 

• WTBBL staff can give a presentation at 

your library on available services. 



Spread the word! 

• If you have a patron that can benefit 
from WTBBL’s services, let them know: 
– You can keep WTBBL applications and 

brochures in your library; 

– You can register applicants who are blind, 
visually impaired, deaf-blind, or who have a 
physical impairment (those who are reading 
disabled must be certified by a medical 
doctor or osteopath); 

– Your library can apply for free library service 
from WTBBL. 



What’s new at WTBBL? 

• Visit the WTBBL website: 

www.wtbbl.org; 

• “Like” WTBBL on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/WTBBL;  

• Subscribe to the WTBBL mailing list : 

www.sos.wa.gov/library/libraries/lists.aspx. 

 

http://www.wtbbl.org/
http://www.facebook.com/WTBBL
http://www.sos.wa.gov/library/libraries/lists.aspx
http://www.sos.wa.gov/library/libraries/lists.aspx


Questions? 

• Want to reach us later? 

– Jeff Martin: jeff.martin@sos.wa.gov or 

360.704.5248; 

– Diane Hutchins: 

diane.hutchins@sos.wa.gov or 

360.704.7137; 

– Danielle Miller: danielle.miller@sos.wa.gov 

or 260.615.1588. 

mailto:jeff.martin@sos.wa.gov
mailto:diane.hutchins@sos.wa.gov
mailto:danielle.miller@sos.wa.gov

