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King and Kayla and the Case of Found Fred	
Written by Dori Butler	 

Kayla’s dog, King, becomes the lead detective in a lost dog’s 
search for his missing family.	

Peachtree	
www.kidswriter.com			Kirkland, WA	

Snakes On A Train	
Written and Illustrated by Kathryn Dennis	

This adorable picture book full of sibilant sounds and other 
wordplay, is as fun for parents as it is for kids and sure to 
be a read-aloud hit.	

Feiwel & Friends/Macmillian	
www.kathryndenniscreative.com	Seattle, WA	

A Father’s Love	
Written by Hannah Holt	

Throughout the animal kingdom and around the globe, 
fathers love and care for their babies. Whether it’s 
a penguin papa snuggling, a lion dad playing, or a 
seahorse father nurturing, a father’s love comes in all 
shapes, sizes, and colors.	

Philomel	
www.HannahHolt.com		Hillsboro, OR

Carter Reads the Newspaper	
Written by Deborah Hopkinson	

This is the first picture biography of Dr. Carter G. Woodson, 
known as the Father of Black History. In 1926, he began 
what is now Black History Month. Illustrations by Don Tate 
bring Carter’s story and legacy to life.	

Peachtree	
www.deborahhopkinson.com	West Linn, OR
	

Goodbye, School	
Written by Tonya Lippert	

Franny has always been at Havenwood and she loves her 
school! But now it’s time to go somewhere else! How can 
Franny say goodbye? 	

Magination Press/APA	
tonyalippert.blog		Portland, OR 
	

My Heart	
Written and Illustrated by Corinna Luyken	

My heart is a window. My heart is a slide. My heart can be 
closed...or opened up wide. With lyrical text and breathtaking 
art, My Heart empowers readers to listen to the guide within, 
in this ode to love and self-acceptance.	

Dial	
www.corinnaluyken.com	Olympia, WA
	

Josie’s Lost Tooth	
Written and Illustrated by Jennifer K. Mann	

What if you’re first and best at everything – except losing 
your first tooth? A sweet, relatable story about comparing 
yourself to others, losing teeth, and the value of good 
friends. 
Candlewick Press	
www.jenniferkmann.com	Bainbridge Island, WA
	

Gran, Gran, Granny	
Written by Rae McDonald	

Following a fierce autumn windstorm, a family treks 
through the forest to celebrate Granny, an ancient Douglas 
fir tree, on her annual measurement day. Lizzie tells this 
moment in time story all for the love of one majestic tree.	

Clear Fork	
www.raemcdonald.com	Puyallup, WA
	



Button and Bundle	
Written by Gretchen Brandenburg McLellan	

A tender story about best friends who must move away 
from each other. With a sprinkle of imagination and 
a lot of love, Button learns how to cherish her first  
friendship while creating a new one. Together or apart, 
best friends are forever. 	

Knopf	
www.gretchenmclellan.com	 Camas, WA

	

Look & Learn: Bedtime	
Written by Ruth A. Musgrave	

Time to sleep! From orangutans napping in treetop 
nests to lions cuddling up for a snooze in the grass, 
little kids will enjoy finding out how other creatures 
get ready for slumber before they head to their 
own beds.	

National Geographic Children’s Books	
www.ruthamusgrave.com	 Tualatin OR
	

Bea’s Bees	
Illustrated by Ellie Peterson 
Written by Katherine Pryor		

Beatrix discovers a wild bumblebee nest on her 
way home from school and finds herself drawn 
to their busy world. When her bees mysteriously 
disappear, Bea hatches a plan to bring them back. 
Can Bea inspire her school and community to 
save the bees?	

Schiffer Publishing	
www.elliepetersonart.com	 Kirkland, WA

www.KatherinePryor.com	 Seattle, WA

	

I Think I Can 	
Written by Karen S. Robbins	

Designed to be read with a buddy, this dialogue between 
an aardvark and a mouse contains only kindergarten 
and first grade words, making it a unique first reading 
book. Sentences are short, with lots of repetition for 
reinforcement and to build reading confidence. 	

Schiffer Books 	

www.KarenSRobbins.com	 Gig Harbor, WA

 	

Once Upon a Rhinoceros	
Written by Avril Lynne Van der Merwe	

Hippo is jealous of Rhino’s magnificent horn. While 
Rhino is asleep, Hippo steals it, which creates 
comical problems for Hippo. With Rhino’s help she 
finally understands that while she doesn’t have a 
horn like Rhino, she has a value all her own.	

Penguin Random House South Africa	

www.facebook.com/howcheetahgothistears	
Sequim, WA	

Other great books books written or illustrated by persons of color, recommended by today’s presenters
The Goose Egg
Written & Illustrated  by  
Liz Wong

Recommended by  
Michele Bacon

Vincent Comes Home
Written & Illustrated  by 
Jessixa & Aaron Bagley

Recommended by  
Michele Bacon

Grizzly Boy
Written by 
Barbara Davis-Piles

Illustrated by  
Tracy Subisak

Recommended by  
Corinna Luyken

Cozy Classics:  
Oliver Twist
Written & Illustrated by 
Jack & Holman Wang

Recommended by  
Karen Robbins

The Whole Wide World 
and Me
Written & Illustrated by 
Toni Yuly

Recommended by  
Corinna Luyken

Babymoon
Written by 
Hayley Barrett 

Illustrated by 
Juana Martinez-Neal

Recommended by  
Hannah Holt

Mommy’s Khimar
Written by 
Jamilah Thompkins-Bigelow 

Illustrated by 
Ebony Glenn

Recommended by  
Hannah Holt

Noodlephant
Written by 
Jacob Kramer

Illustrated by 
K-Fai Steele

Recommended by  
Corinna Luyken

Auntie Luce’s Talking 
Paintings
Written by  
Francie Latour

Illustrated by  
Ken Daly

Recommended by  
Rae McDonald

Chicks Rule
Written by  
Sudipta Bardhan-Quallen

Illustrated by  
Renée Kurillav

Recommended by  
Rae McDonald

Mae Among the Stars
Written by  
Roda Ahmed

Illustrated by  
Stasia Burrington

Recommended by  
Ellie Peterson

For more about diversity in 
children’s books, we recommend 

We Need Diverse Books.


