
When Women Didn’t 

Count

Robert Lopresti









Margaret T. 

Lane / Virginia 

F. Saunders 

Memorial 

Research Award



Deadline: 2016



How did this book

get started?

• Official Housewife’s Uniform, 1918.   →









Demographics
Women at Home

Concepts of  Employment

Women at Work

Women and Health
Women and the Law

Women at War



Target Audience:
A college student wanting to write a research paper on:

American History

Economics

Gender Studies

Political Science

Statistics





The takeaway?



Social statistics are 

very subjective.



Demographics
Women at Home

Concepts of  Employment

Women at Work

Women and Health
Women and the Law

Women at War



Housewives, 

Homemakers, and 

Housekeepers



What is the difference?

•Housewives

•Homemakers

•Housekeepers



•Housewives – Cared for 

own house

•Homemakers –

Housewives with outside 

jobs

•Housekeepers – Paid to 

care for other houses



A woman taking care of  her family’s home was…

1800. A productive member of  society.

1900. A “dependent.”



1870 Census report







Decennial Censuses



1870. Where are the housewives?

“The home and woman as a 

home-keeper have no place in the report… 

and more than twelve millions of  American 

women are being overlooked…”
-Association for the Advancement of  Women



1880.  Where are the housekeepers?

Modern calculation: 6.6% of  married women were 

paid housekeepers.



1880.  Where are the housekeepers?

1890. Only 2.5% of  White women working.

1900. “a large…body of  persons, particularly 

young women, who live at home and do nothing 

that can be regarded as work.”



1910. “Gainful workers” 



What is “gainful 

employment?”



Boardinghouse Keepers

1880. One house in 6 in 

Philadelphia had a boarder.

Only 1% of  homes had a 

“boardinghouse keeper.”



Gainful Employment

1900 Census
Not the same as 

“Productive Employment”



Gainful Employment

1900 Census
Professional athletes and 

clairvoyants 

NOT Farm woman keeping 

the books



1910. “Gainful workers” included “all workers 

except women doing housework in their own 

homes...”



Whose fault?

Census takers?

Instructions?

Women? (Or their husbands?)







Why does this matter?

1980. More than half  female death certificates 

were for “housewives”

But 90% of  them had worked for pay…



Questions?





Thank you!

Whenwomendidntcount.com


