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Newspapers at WSL

✓ 2,000 newspaper titles preserved
✓ 148 current Washington newspaper subscriptions

✓ 50,000+ reels of newspapers on microfilm
✓Over 400,000 pages of 70 titles online





Washington Digital Newspapers website

• Developed and managed by Veridian 
• Has full text search based on OCR
• Browse and narrow results using filters 

and facets
• Interact with newspaper pages – zoom, 

edit text, and clip articles
• Interactive map feature - select 

newspaper titles by county
• Uses METS-ALTO metadata generated 

during digitization process
• Text correction available to registered 

accounts

https://washingtondigitalnewspapers.org

https://washingtondigitalnewspapers.org/


Timeline and page counts

● Over 1,000,000 pages online

● Over 100,000 pages of born digital/current newspapers



Timeline of Projects and Funding at WSL

• 2004-2016: Washington Historic Newspapers project, 
over 50 volunteers manually indexed 25 newspaper titles

• 2008-2014: National Digital Newspaper grant, digitized 
over 300,000 pages of 40 titles

• 2015-Present: Washington Digital Newspaper project, 
LSTA funding

• 2018: Fourth NDNP grant after four year hiatus

• 2019: 100,000 new pages added, including Vietnamese, 
Danish, and Greek papers, and extending beyond 1923



More information:

● Current number of born-digital participants: 23 (3 

more titles to be added soon!)

● Number of active digitization projects: 12

● Website visitors (annual): 148,847

● New website visitors (annual): 94,893

● Average website session duration (annual): 8:58

● Recent newspaper additions: The Advocate 

(Portland), The Western American (Astoria), 

multiple titles from Forest Grove, Central 

Point/Ashland, Estacada, Hood River, and more!



Questions?

Email: Sarah Seymore, sseymore@uoregon.edu



Washington Digital Newspapers

For questions please contact:

• Shawn Schollmeyer, Washington Digital Newspapers Coordinator 

shawn.schollmeyer@sos.wa.gov

• Kathryn Devine, Newspaper Subscriptions Coordinator 

kathryn.devine@sos.wa.gov

• Judy Pitchford, Digital Collections Coordinator 

judy.pitchford@sos.wa.gov

• Moderator: Nikki Chiampa, Digital Projects Librarian 

nikki.chiampa@sos.wa.gov

https://washingtondigitalnewspapers.org/
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Navigating Newspaper Preservation in the Digital Age 
 
Microfilm and Vendors 

• Librarians charged with newspaper preservation have concerns regarding microfilming and vendors 

o Microfilming services are being shut down by vendors such as ProQuest and Newsbank, and libraries are 

receiving conflicting answers from these vendors regarding their services 

• There are differences in ideology regarding whether or not digital files provide a viable preservation method or are 

for access only 

o University of Oregon uses digital images for access and preservation 

o Washington State Library uses microfilm for preservation and digital images for access 

 

General Operations of Digitization and Processing 

• University of Oregon digitizes and manages their website in-house, while the Washington State Library relies on a 

vendor-heavy workflow for digitizing and displaying newspapers 

o University of Oregon uses 

▪ Open ONI — an open source platform developed for Chronicling America by the Library of 

Congress, to display its papers online 

▪ Newspaper Curation App — which is maintained and supported by internal IT staff 

o Washington State Library uses 

▪ docWorks — software managed by Content Conversion Specialists (CCS), to manage in-house and 

overseas processing 

▪ Veridian — a digital newspaper website vendor, to display its papers online 

 

Born Digital Items 

• University of Oregon has been accepting born digital newspapers since January 2016, while the Washington State 

Library is still figuring out logistics of accepting born digital titles 

o University of Oregon accepts born digital newspaper titles directly from the publishers in PDF format, which 

requires legal agreements and embargo negotiations between both parties 

o The digitization process usually demands same amount of time it takes to exhaust the embargo 

• What does the future of born digital preservation look like? 

o A general consensus seems to be emerging in the field that collecting and preserving PDFs is a sufficient 

preservation system—at least for now 

o Collecting born digital newspaper titles should not completely replace digitizing physical papers 

 

Contact Information 
 

Historic Oregon Newspapers: https://oregonnews.uoregon.edu/ 

Washington Digital Newspapers: https://washingtondigitalnewspapers.org/ 
 

Sarah Seymore Kathryn Devine Judy Pitchford Shawn Schollmeyer 

sseymore@uoregon.edu kathryn.devine@sos.wa.gov judy.pitchford@sos.wa.gov shawn.schollmeyer@sos.wa.gov 

541-346-1872 360-704-5268 360-704-5254 360-570-5568 

Oregon Digital Newspaper 

Program Manager 

Central Library Newspaper 

Subscriptions Coordinator 

Central Library Digital 

Collections Coordinator 

Washington Digital Newspapers 

Coordinator 

University of Oregon Washington State Library Washington State Library Washington State Library 

 

Nikki Chiampa, moderator 

nikki.chiampa@sos.wa.gov 

360-570-5568 

Washington Digital Newspapers 

Assistant,  

Washington State Library 

 

https://oregonnews.uoregon.edu/
https://washingtondigitalnewspapers.org/













